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which is rapidly filling up, to a point beyond Cape ‘
Harteras,

It has been commenced in South Carolina, Geor- ||
eia, and Floridas is complete in Alabama, and |
nearly go in Mississippi; and has been commenced :
in Loutstana and Texas. The other operations;
follow closely in their order, and the publication
of the maps and charts keeps pace with the field-
work. Nearly one half of the coast of the Atlan-
tie and of the Gulf of Mexico has been surveyed.
Since our recent ;w(‘uisilions of territory on the
Pacific, parties atiached to the survey have been
actively employed on that coast, and have con-
tributed important information to this Department
in regard to the prover sites for light-houses and
other aids to navigation.

A detailed report of the progress of the work
will be submitted to Congress at an early period
of the session.

MISCELLANEOUS.

The necessary instructions in fulfillment of the
provisions of the sixth section of the act of 28th
September last, have been issued for the num-
bering and coloring of the buoys placed ¢ along
the coast, or in bays, harbors, sounds, or chan-
nels.” i

Arrangements have heen made for the manu-
facture and delivery, at a convenient point for
transportation, of the buoys intended to he -placed
in the channel of Columbia river.

Measures have been taken promptly to execute
the design of Congress in providing for the se-
curity of life and property on the seacoast. Me-
tallic life-boats, with the usual fixtures, designed -
for five points on the coast of Florida, and three |,
for the coast of Texas, have been contracted for.
Like facilities, with the addition of mortars, shot-
rockets, and station-houses, have been authorized
along the shore at Long Island, including a station
at Watch Hill, in Rhode Island.

In pursuance of the directions of Congress,
preparations are being made to test the use and !
economy of the calcium light, a detailed report of .|
which, and also of the general condition of the
light-house establishment, will be submitted to
Congress during the present session. i

Engzagements have been entered into for the
construction of an iron screw pile beacon upon
Romer Shoal, under the authority contained in the
act making appropriations for light-houses, &e.

The preliminary surveys, as required by the
third and fourth sections of the light-house act of
28th September last, have been directed with ref-
erence to such new works as were authorized by
that act.

The condition of the several marine hospitals in
course of erection may be ascertained by reference
to the annexed report of the chief of the topo-
graphical bureau and others. It is proper to re-
mark that the insufficiency of the last appropria-
tion for the hospital at Natchez has delayed the
completion of that work. Thatthe seamen on the
coast of the Pacific may derive iinmediate benefits
from the hospital fund, means have been taken
for the conversion of a huilding at San Francisco,
known as the Presidio, into an hospital, to be used
until a suitable structure shall be erected for that
purpose.

In addition to the several custom-houses in
course of erection, Congress, at the last session,
made appropriations for additional ones at Bath
and Bangor, in Maine; at Norfolk, Virginia; Cin-
cinnati, Ohio; St. Louis, Missouri; and San Fran-
cisco, in California. . Also for sites for marine hos-
pitals at Evansville, Indiana, and Vicksburg, Mis-
sissippi. Thenecessary steps for the selection and

rocurement of proper sites for these edifices have
{:een taken by the Department. The progress of
those custom-houses in course of erection has been
as rapid as circumstances would allow. That at
New Orleans is of the greatest magnitude, and the
esperial attention of the Department has been given
to it, with a view of securing its completion at an
early date.

The incumbrance upon the site selected for the
custom-house at Charleston, South Carolina, has
been removed, and no further delay in the erection
of the building is anticipated. That at Savannah
has progressed so far as to justify the expectation
that it will be ready for ‘occupation by August
next, provided the additional appropriation sub- |

- scattered condition, it is difficult to exercise any

- Ramsey, aided and assisted by the commanding

- We know not yet to what extent these important |
i objects may be accomplished; but the present and

+ The application of their own funds to such pur-
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mitted to Congress shall be made at an early \

day.
Respectfully, THO. CORWIN,
Secretary of the Treasury.

Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. i

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Orrice or INpian AFFAIRs, Nov. 27, 1850.

Sir: Before proceeding to submit, for your con-
sideration, a general view of our Indian aftairs and
relations during the last twelve months, I would .
respectfully refer to the accompanying reports
of the superintendents, agents, and missionaries
in the Indian country, for more particular in-
formation, in relation to local operations and the
condition of the various tribes, than can be fitly
imbodied in a report of this description.

Among the less remote tribes with which we
have fixed and defined relations, and which, to a
greater or less extent, have felt the controlling and
meliorating effects of the policy and measures of
the Government for preserving peace among them
and improving their condition, an unusual degree
of order and quietude has prevailed. It is grati-
fying to know that amongst this class, comprising
a large portion of the red race within our widely-
extended borders, there probably have never, du-
ring the same period of time, been so few occur- .
rences of a painful nature. All have been peaceful
towards our citizens; while, with the exception of

- the Sioux and Chippewas, they have preserved a

state of peace and harmony among themselves.
These two tribes are hereditary enemies, and
scarcely a year passes without scenes of bloody
strife between them. From their remoteness and

effective restraint over them, while their proximity
to each other affords them frequent opportunities
for indulging their vengeful and vindictive feelings.
Each tribe seems to be constantly on the watch for
nccasions to attack weaker parties of the other, |

‘ the gre
i incentive to vielous and depraving indulgence,

ent system of paying their annuities in money,
which does substantial good to but few, while to
at majority it only furnishes the means and

terminatine in destitution and misery, and too
frequently in premature death.

"llhe time is at hand for the practieal application
of the foregoing views to the Sioux and Chippewas,
as well as to some of the more northern tribes on
the borders of Missouri and Iowa. Congress has
made an appropriation for negotiations with the
Sioux for a portion of their lands, which should,
as far as practicable, be conducted on the princi-
ples laid down in the instructions given to the
comnussioners appointed for that purpose last
year, and which were communicated with the an-
nual report of my predecessor. 'Those instruc-
tions contemplated the purchase of a large extent
of their territory, and their concentration within

" narrower limits upon lands remote from the white

settlements and the Chippewas-—objects of prima-
ry importance, in view of the general policy
already stated.

Since the treaties of 1837 and 1842 with the
Chippewas, a considerable portion of those Indians
have continued, by sufferance, to reside on the
ceded lands east of the Mississippi river, in Wis-
consin and Minnesota, where they have for some
years been brought into injurious contact with our
rapidly-advancing and increasing population in
that quarter. Having ample facilities for procuring
ardent spirits, they have become much injured and
corrupted by unrestrained indulgence in the use
of that accursed element of evil. To remedy this

. unfortunate state of things, it was determined, at

when an indiscriminate massacre of men, women, .:

and children is the lamentable result. During the

last Spring, mutual aggressions of an aggravated ||

character threatened to involve these tribesin a gen-
eral war; but the acting superintendent, Governor

officer at Fort Snelling, promptly interposed, and,
by timely and judicious efforts, prevented such a.
catastrophe. .

Such occurrences are not only revolting to hu-
manity, but they foster that insatiable passion for
war which, in combination with love of the chase,
is the prominent, characteristic feature of our .
wilder tribes, and presents a formidable obstacle
in the way of their civilization and improvement.

improving condition of some of our semi-civilized

' tribes affords ample encouragement for further and

more extended effort. Experience, however, has :
conclusively shown that there is but one course of '

i policy by which the great work of regenerating

the Indian race may be effected.
In the application of this policy to our wilder
tribes, it is indispensably necessary that they be

, placed in positions where they can be controlled, -

and finally compelled by stern necessity to resort
to agricultural labor or starve. Considering, as
the untutored Tndian dags, that labor is a degrada-
tion, and that there is nothing worthy of his am-,
bition hut prowess in war, success in the chase,
and eloquence in council, it is only under such
circumstances that his haughty pride can be sub-

ennobling pursuits of civilized life. There should
he assigned to each trihe, for a permanent home,
a country adapted to agriculture, of limited ex-

‘tent and well-defined boundaries; within which

all, with occasional exceptions, should be com-
pelled constantly to remain until such time as their

: general improvement and good conduct may super-

sede the necessity of such restrictions. " In the

. mean time, the government should cause them to

be supplied with stock, agricultural implements,

-and useful materials for clothing, encourage and
' agsist them in the erection of comfortable dwell- '
. ings, and secure to them the means and facilities

of education, intellectual, moral, and religious. !

poses would be far better for them than the pres-

an early period of the present year, to have these
Indians removed northward to the country be-
longing to their tribe. Measures for this purpose
were accordingly adopted; but, in consequence of
the very late period at which the appropriation
requisite to meet the necessary expenses was
made, only a small number have as yet been re-
moved. Their entire removal, however, will not

|| sufficiently relieve our citizens from annoyance

by them, as they will for some time have the dis-

' position, and be near enough to return with facility

Nor

to their old haunts and hunting-grounds.

+ will the situation of the*!Chippewas, generally, then
' be such as their well-being requires. They own

!

a vast extent of territory on each side of the Mis-
sissippi, over which they will be scattered, follow-

: ing the chase and indulging in their vagrant habits,

unti! the wild products of the country, on which
they depend for a subsistence, are exhausted, and
they are brought to a state of destitution and want.

: Efforts should therefore be made, at as early a

i
'

period as practicable, to concentrate them within
proper limits, where, with some additional means
beyond those already provided, effective arrange-
ments could be made to introduce among them a
system of education, and the practice of agricul-
ture and the simpler mechanic arts. The best
portion of their country for this purpose is west
of the Mississippi river; but it isnot owned by the
whole tribe in common—a considerable part of it

! being the exclusive property of particular bands,

who are not parties to any of our treaties, and
receive no annuities or other material aid from the
United States. This circumstance not only excites
dissatisfaction with the Government, but produces
much jealousy and bad feeling towards the rest of
the tribe, which may hereafter lead to serious diffi-
culty; and, as the game on which they mainly
depend for the means of living must soon fail them e

s tha ! ! _the Government will be under the necessity of in-
dued, and his wild energies trained to the more

terposing to save them from starvation. A wise
forecast and the dictates of a benevolent policy
alike suggest that timely measures be taken to
avert so disastrous a result. This may easily be
done, and at a moderate expense compared with
the importance of the objects to he accomplished.

In order to enable the Department to carry out
these views in reference to the whole Chippewa
tribe, I respectfully recommend that C_ongress_be
asked for an appropriation at the ensuing session
to defray the expense of negotiating a joint treaty

- with the different bands, for the purpose of ac-

quiring so much of their country on the east side

. of the Mississippi as we may require for a long

time to come; to provide that the whole of their

!l remaining lands, together with their present and
|, future means, shall be the common property of
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the whole tribe, so that all will be placed upon an
equal footing; and that as large a proportion of
their funds as practicable shall be set apart and
applied in such a manner as will secure their com-
fort, and most rapidly advance them in civilization
and prosperity. ith such arrangements for this |
tribe, and the adoption of a like
the Winnebagoes, now located in tﬁgir vicinity on
the west side of the Mississippi, and the Menom-
onies, soon to be removed there, the whole face
of our Indian relations in that quarter would in a
few years present an entire and gratifying change.
‘We would soon witness in this, our northern col-
ony of Indians, those evidences of general im-
provement now becoming clearly manifest among
a number of our colonized tribes in the southwest,
and which present to the mind of the philanthro-
‘pist and the christian encouraging assurance of
the practicability of regenerating the red race of
our country, and elevating them to a position,
moral and social, similar if not equal to our own. -
There are two evils, in the section of country re-
ferred to, operating injuriously upon the welfare °
and mnterests of the Indians in that quarter, and
our citizens engaged in trade’among them, which
require prompt attention, and ¥hich must be sup-
pressed before our Indian relations there can be
placed upon a safeand satisfactory footing. These
are, firat, the immense annbal destruction of the

¢ difficulty in eﬂ"ectintgh
licy towards |-

. to remain.

. mended for his high character and great influence
over these Indians, to remove them.in'a kind and |

vagrant habits, together, possibly, with an omis-
sion on the part :fg the Government to do all that
might have been done for their comfortable settle-
ment in their new home. There was considerable
their removal; and a portion

of them, eluding the agent of the Government

charged with the superintendence of their emigra- !

tion, remained behind. These, with others who

i returned to their old haunts in lowa and Wiscon-
¢ sin, gave serious annoyance to our citizens by their

threatening conduct and actual depredations. The
white population became more or less alarmed, and
strong representations were made to the Govern-
ment of the necessity for their immediate removal.
The urgency appearing to be great, there was but
little time to make the necessary arrangements for -
the purpose. A resort to military force was con-
sidered inexpedient, as it might have tended to ex-
asperate their feelings and lead to actual haostilities,
and it was greatly to be desired that they should :
be taken to their country under circumstances cal- |
culated to allay their discontent and dispose them
My predecessor, therefore, with the concurrence
and approbation of the head of the department, i
entered into a contract with a gentleman, recom- |

i judicious manner, and to make suitable and satis- | -oduc
factory arrangements for their comfortable and | them—they are gradually increasing in numbers

buffalo and other game by the half-breeds from the :

British side of the line, generally in the employ-
ment of the Hudson Bay Company; and, secondly,
the introduction of ardent spirits among our In-

permanent settlement. It appears that the meas- i

ure has thus far been attended with corresponding |
results, and that the contractor is entitled to credit

dians by the traders of that company. The em- .| for his energy and success in the prosecution of

barrassment and injury to our Indians, resulting |
from the devastation of game Dby these foreign{
depredators, have justly occasioned much dissatis- |
faction among them, and, if not soon checked,

{

|

his undertaking. .
In examining the reports of my predecessors for

several years, I find a measure of policy strongly |

urged with reference to the tribes located on the

serious difficulties may well be apprehended. The || borders of our western States, in which I fully
- introduction of ardent spirits among the Indians || concur. It is, by a partial change in their relative

by the persons referred to is not only an aggra-

|| positions, to throw open a.wide extent of country

vated evii, but is derogatory to the authority and || for the spread of our population westward, so as ,

dignity of this Government.
Our laws and regulations prohibit the introduc- |
tion of spirituous liquor among the Indians, as well

to save them from being swept away by the

mighty and advancing current of civilization, which ||

has already ingulfed a large portion of this hap- |

as the ingress of foreigners into their country for || less race. "To a large majority of those that have | 1t10 ) hed
p\}?oses of trade, or indeed for any purpose, | been removed there from the States we are under | ment and libérally provided by missionary asso-
wit

0
A strict compliance with these laws and regula-
tions is required of our traders; while the traders |
of the Hudson Bay Company, in contemptuous
disregard of them, frequently come over on our
side of the line, and, through the nefarious
means of ardent spirits, carry on a corrupting
traffic with the Indians, injurious alike to them
and to our licensed and bonded traders. Suit-
able measures should be promptly adopted to
put a stop to these abuses; for which purpose the
establislrment of a military post and an Indian
agency in that quarter will be indispensable; and, |
in the present state of affairs, this cannot be done ;
at too early a period. .

1t is among the tribes of our southern colony
that we find the most satisfactory and encouraging
evidences of material advancement in civilization;
and we need no- better vindication of the wisdom
and humanity of our Indian policy, thus far, than

i the gratifying results among a number of these

tribes, Surrounded in the States where they for-
“merly resided by a white population continually
pressing upon them, and without the natural en-
terprise and energy or the intellectual culture re-
quisite to enable them to contend with a superior
race in any of those employments and pursuits
upon which the dignity and happiness of man de-
- pend—discouraged and depressed by their inferior
and helpless condition—they, with a fatal and
ruinous facility, adopted only the vices of the
 white man, and were fast wasting away. In a
few years they would have become extinet, and,
like other once numerous and powerful tribes,
their names would have been preserved only in
the records of history, Removed from this un-
| fortunate, and to them unnatural, position~—placed
i where they have the assurance and guarantee of
| permanent homes—where they are, in a great
| measure, free from those influences arising out of
|a close contact with a white population, so inju-
| rious and fatal to them in their untutored state,

and where the elements of civilization could be -

{ steadily and systematically introduced among

and rapidly advancing in prosperity.

Several of these tribes have already abandoned
i their original and crude forms of government, and
| adopted others, fashioned more or less after the

" model of our own, having regularly-established -

constitutions, of republican character, and written
laws, adapted to their peculiar state of affairs, with

the Government and of various Christian soci-
eties, having become impressed with the necessity
and advantages of education, they are making

generally its blessings among them.
In addition to the means furnished by Govern-

ut permission from the proper authorities. = obligations of the highest character, enjoined alike - ciations, they smake large appropriations from

' by contract artd conscience, to secure to them their ;: their own funds towards the establishment and

|

i

It gras expected that the Menomonies, for whom
alocation has been provided between the Winne- .
bagoes and Chippewas, would be removed this

year; but before the exploration of their new .|

country by a party of these Indians had been
completed, the season was too far advanced for the
tribe to emigrate before the approach of - Winter.
The President, therefore, in a just spirit of hu- |
manity, gave them permission to remain in Wis- |
consin until the first day of June next.

. The Stockbridge and Munsee Indians residing
in Wisconsin having, in 1848, ceded all their lands
to-the Government, are expected to settle some-
where in the same region of country. The treaty
which provides for their removal stipulates that,
in the selection of a country for their future resi-
dence, they shall be consulted; and they have ex-
}S)ressed a preference for a site in the vicinity of the

t. Peter’s river. As soon as a suitable location
can be found for them, and their removal effected,
‘Wisconsin, like most of the other States, will be
relieved substantially of the evils of an Indian
population. -

_As usual with the Winnebagoes, in whatever
Situation placed, a considerable number of them
have been restless and discontented in their new
location on the Upper Mississippi, to which they
were removed in the year 1848. This has arisen
less from any well-grounded objection to the coun-
try than from their own reckless disposition and

l,
|
|

i
|
|

'
4

. which they are threatened. If they remain as
| the i
" will be overrun and exterminate
j and broken-spirited, be driven forth towards the
. setting sun, to perish amidst savage enemies on

resent homes and possessions forever; and, ere |
it be too late, we should make all the ®rrange- ;
ments necessary and proper to a faithful discharge |
of its solemn duty. ;

Below the most southern of our colonized tribes,
we have an ample outlet to the southwest; but an-
other of higher latitude is required, leading more
directly towards our remote western possessions.
A beginning will be madein carrying this measure
of policy and humanity into effect by the purchase,
as contemplated, from the Sioux, of alarge portion
of their country; and it may be fully consumma-
ted by the removal of a few tribes between the
Sioux territory and the Kanzas river, with whom
we have no treaty stipulations guarantyingin per-
petuity their present possessions. Suitable loca-
tions may be found for them south of that river,
where, secure in comfortable and permanent
homes, they would be stimulated by the salutary
influence and example of neighboring and more
enlightened tribes.

That the border tribes in questionare in danger
of ultimate extinction from the causes indicated
must be evident to every well-informed and re-
flecting mind; and itis equally clear that the adop- |
tion of the policy recommended is the only prac-
ticable means of averting the melancholy fate with |

e before they

are, many years will not ele.(;)s
, or, uprooted

the plains, or the sterile and inhospitable regions
of the Rocky mountains. Such a catastrophe
would be an abiding reproach to our Government
and people, especially when it is considered
that these Indians, if properly established, pro-
tected, and cherished, may at no distant day be-
come intelligent, moral, and Christian communi-
ties, fully understanding and appreciating the
principles and blessings of our free institutions,
and entitled to equal participation in the rights,
privileges and.immunittes of American citizerrs.

; support of manual-labor schools, which have been

| found efficient auxiliaries in imparting to them a
i knowledge of letters, agriculture, and mechanic
j arts, and of advancing them in civilization and
' Christianity. Duri
tions of this description have been in operation,
they have done much towards the accomplishment
; of these great objects; and, had they effected noth-
| ing more than to excite the desire for instruction

expenditures they have occasioned would not have
been in vain. Introduced, however,as an experi-
ment, we were liable to errors in regard to them
which experience alone could develop; and, after
much reflection, I am satisfied that there are de-
fects in the system, as at present organized, which
i must be remedied in order to insure its full degree
| of efficiency and usefulness. In my judgment,
; confirmed by the experience of others, the great
. error committed has been in establishing most ot
| the institutions upon too large a stale. In conse-
t quence of the heavy expenditures required to es-
! tablish and maintain them, they are necessarily
limited in number, and so wide apart as to be at
an inconvenient distance from the great majoritJ»
i of those for whose benefit they are intended.
| Hence the advantages and benefits of the schools
|
|

are confined almost entirely to the neighborhoods
! Indians at a distance being naturally averse to

within which they are respectively located; for the

1 having their children taken so far from their homes,

it often happens that the full complement of schol-
ars cannot be obtained. Besides, the congregation
of large numbers of Indian children, by 'aﬂ'ording
them more unrestricted opportunities of indulging
in the use of their own language, seriously jnter-
! feres with their acquisition of the English torf%ue,a
knowledge of which is generally a prerequisite to
their civilization. By diminishing the size and
expense of these institutions, they could bé multi-
: plied and extended; there would be less difficulty
. In obtaining the desired number of resident pupils;
: while others in the vicinity could be taught as day

proper and responsibfe officers Lo carry them into -
execution. They are adopting agrieultural and -
mechanical pursuits; and, through the efforts of .

highly commendable exertions to disseminate more -

*

the few years that institu- -

now exisping among a number of the tribes, the .
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were remaved, and & number still remain within {I

the district temporvarily assigned to them, on the !

gulf side of the peninsula. These contnue, as !

heretofore, in charge of the military, and this De-
ment has no control or jurisdiction over them.

Notwithstanding the efforts that have been made,
and the heavy expense incurred, during the last
SiX years, to effect the removal of the Choctaws
remaining in Mississippi, a considerable number .
still continue indisposed to migrate to the country
provided for the tribe west of the State of Arkan-
sas.  Anxiety is felt that the State of Mississippi
shali be speedily relieved of this incumbrance, and
the Indians transferred to more comfortable homes
among their brethren, where they would be com-
paratively prosperous and happy. In view of
past results, it is evident that more efficient meas-
ures are necessary to accomplish their removal.
These, it is hoped, may be devised and put into
successful operation at an early day.

Conceding the general wisdom and justice of the
policy, adopted in 1847, of paying the annuities
to the Indians on the per capita principle, in my
judgment there are material objections to the
mannerin which it has been practically applied.

The regulation on this subject provides that a por-
tion of the annuities may be set apart by the
Indians for national and charitable purposes.

These purposes, however, have never been
ticularly defined; rules are not prescribed for de-
termining the amounts to be provided for them,
nor have measures been taken to encourage the
Indians to make so wise and beneficial a disposi-
tion of their funds. They naturally desire to re-
ceive individually the full amount of their respect-
ive shares, and consequently their entire annuities
have been distributed equally among them. How-
ever fair and equitableeglis mode of payment may
appear, it is not altogether just to tie chiefs, nor ||
consistent with sound policy. Itis through the
medium of the chiefs that the Government holds
intercourse and dealings with the tribes in the |
transaction of their more important business; and |
it is not unreasonable that they should expect i
more from the Government than the common In- |
dians receive, in consideration of their station and |
the services they perform. But according to the '
glresent mode of Faying their annuities, the In- !
ians are all and alike placed on a common level;
and, as no discrimination is made in favor of the |
chiefs, their influence is not only diminished, but |
a feeling of contempt for governmental authority |
in general is extensively inspired. Evils of no or- I
dinary magnitude are thus produced, which, it is ||
believed, may be remedied by a.proper exercise 'J
of the discretionary power over this subject vested |’
in the President and the Secretary of the Interior. |;

The greatest difficulty which the Government :
and individuals have to contend with, in their ef- ':
forts to ameliorate the condition of our Indians, is '
their strong and uncontrollable appetite for ardent :
spirits, and the facility with which they can still
be procured, notwithstanding the stringency, of
our laws, and the strenuous e?}%rts oftheagentsand .
military to prevent its introduction among them. |
It is a deplorable fact that there are many per-
sons engaged in the villainous business of smug-
fh‘ng liquor into the Indian country; while others,

ess daring, but equall depraver«{, are stationed
near their borders for the purpose of carrying on
an unholly traffic with them. The States within .
which these misereants take refuge should be in- |
voked to put an effectual stop to their abomina-
tions.

The work of collecting and digesti
and other information, illustrative of the history, !
condition, and future prospects of the Indian :
tribes, has been unremittingly prosecuted, and the -
results, it is believed, will not only be of much |
general interest, but highly useful to the Depart-
ment in the administration of our Indian affairs.
The first part of these investigations is in press,
and will be laid before Congress atan early period |
of the ensuing session. ‘
.. Astriking disparity exists between the finan-

cial estimates of this office submitted to Congress |

at the commencement of the last session and those
prepared for submission at the commencement of
the next. The latter exceeds the former by a
very large amount; and, to prevent misconcep- ||
tion, a brief explanation may be necessary.
. Estimates are divided into two classes, techni- |

i

i
i
i
i
i
'

statistical

 is large, it cannot, in my judgment,be materially

i factory exposition of the measures required in

| ing semi-annual tables of the sale and disposal of

. b

- claims have been prosecuted during the past year
with all the energy which the means at the “dis- ||

- at which the appropriations for the current year
. this Fall in the Northwest,

. by increased efforts in the ensuing Spring, so that
- the numerous settlers in that direction may have

. ehives connected therewith transferred to the State
' authorities, as required by the act of June 12, 1840,
. and the office of surveyor general in those States

|| number of acres surveyed, and thée number re-

cally called regular and special. The first class
relates exclusively to objects of fixed and perma-
nent character, and to appropriations therefor, to
be expended within the ensuing fiscal year; the
latter to temporary and miscellaneous objects,
and to appropriations therefor, to be expended
within the current as'well as the fis |
Heretofore the practice has been to submit the -
regular estimates alone at the opening of Congress,
and the special estimatesfrom time to time during
the progress of the session. But, in preparing
the estimates for the present year, care has been |
taken, pursuant to your instructions, to make
them so full and comprehensive as to embrace -
both classes in one general estimate; thereby, as ||
far as practicable, placing before Congress at a |
single view, and at the commencement of the 1’
session, every object, of whatever character, for ||
which an apprapriation may be required. Hence
the estimates of the present year, thus e-
gated and combined, exceed "the regular esti-
mates of the last $1,423,033 49; and yet they fall |
short of the actual appropriations at the recent |
session, on Indian -account, some $18,000, while
the regular estimates of last year exceed the cor- |
responding class in the present general estimate
$4,390—the difference being occasioned by the
omission of sundry items and the reduction of
others.

Great care has also been taken to make the ex-
planatory remarks accompanying the estimates
conformable to law. They succinctly but clearly
exhibit the grounds on which theseveral itemsare :
respectively founded; and although the aggregate

diminished without detriment to the public in-
terest. -

The present force of this office is less than in
former years, and inadequate to the rompt dis-
charge of its greatly augmented a.ndp increasing
duties. An additional number of clerks, and a
thorough reorganization of the Department, are
indispensably necessary. But as afull and satis-

this connection wouldinvolve elaborate detail, they
will form the subject of a special communication.
Respectfully submitted,
{‘. LEA, Commissioner.
Hon A. H. H. StuarT,

Secretary of the Interior.

year. |’

AREAS OF THE STATES.
Square miles. Acres.
Ohio....... TR 39,964 25,576,960
Indiana ............ 33,809 21,637,760
LIinois..coeenrenn.. 55,405 35,450,200
MisSOUri...es o0ua.. 67,380 43,123,200
*Alabamma .......... 50,043 32,027,490
*Mississippi «...... . 37,337 - 93,895,628
Louisiana ..........' © 46,431 29,715,840
Michigan,......oudi 56,243 35,995,520
Arkansas.... ee 52,198 33,406,720
Wisconsin.. . 53,024 34,511,360
Iowa........ i 50,914 32,584,960
FlOtida. ... eaeurs..| 59,268 37,931,520
Minnesota Territory.| 83,000 53,120,000
Northwest Territory. 587,564 376,040,960
Nebraska..ovoouoa.,! 136,700 87,488,000
Indian........ el 187,171 119,789 440
New Mexico........ 210,744 | 134,876,160
Utah...... 187,923 120,270,720
California . 188,981 120,947,840
Oregon...... 341,463 | 218,536,320
2,526,462 | 1,616,935,598
Surveyed to Unsurveyed to .
Sept. 30, 1850. | Sept. 30, 1850.
Ohi®uurniiennnnnnn. 16,770,984 None. !
Indiana ..oee0anen, 21,488,658 None. . )
THHNOIS vavrerannnnn . 35,455,469 3,731
MiSSOUM e easenennss 42,613,273 509,997
*Alabama...........|  81,993813 33,677 |
*Mississippl ...0i0 s 23,895,628 None. |
Louisiana .oveeveas 19,153,523 10,563,317
Michigan.......... 30,629,076 5,366,444
Arkansas........... 33,201,495 205,295
Wisconsin. ..... e 16,169,498 18,341,862
Jowa ....... 18,196,106 13,388,854
Florida........ ceeae 21,907,314 | 16,024,206 |
| Minnesota Territory. 237,227 52,882,773 |
Northwest Territory.|....covvvvnuns. 376,040,960 ¢
Nebraska...oueersenfeeranennnnnnnnns 87,488,000 |
Indian.......... [ serenas 119,789,440
New MexXico...ovvuuiviininensennnan 134,876,160 |
Utahee e vocenneenns]eornenennsnnnns g 120970,720
California vvvuvererfenesnannnennnsnn 120,947,840
Oregon.....ovvveenafenennann. ceeasasf 218,536,320
312,710,994 | 1,295,269,526 |

) *Exclusive of Chickasaw lands.

Thus it is shown that, in a few years, the sar-
veys of the public lands in all these States will be
completed, and the archives connected therewith
transferred to the respective States as provided by
law. The object in-pressing forward the surveys
has been to keep pace with settlement, and to en-
able enterprising pioneers to avail themselves of
the benefits of the preémption act of 1841, which
in express terms excludes all persons who settle

Commissfoner of the General
Land Ofice.

Report of the

GeNerAL Lanp Orrick, Nov. 30, 1850.

Sir: In submitting for your consideration a re- |
port of the operations of t{is branch of the service

during the past year, I have concluded to modify
to some extent the forms of statistics, by present-

the public lands =0 as to conform to the fiscal year,
and at the same time admit of being arranged by
calendar years when desired. As it has been the |
practice to found the table for the third quarter, in
part, upon estimates, I have concluded this year to
dispense with it, and to carry the statistics into the
OX of the report.

he surveys of the public lands and private

posal of this office would permit. The late period

were made prevented the extension of the surveys
} as intended, so as to
keep pace with the progress of settlement. The

delay thus caused, however, will be compensated

an early opportunity of purchasing their improve-
ments. .

In the States of Ohio, Indiana, Mississi pi, and
Alabama the surveys have been completedF,) the ar-

discontinued. In Illinoig, Arkansas, Michigan,
Missouri, Louisiana, and Florida, the surveys
are being brought to a close as speedily as practi-
cable, as will be perceived by reference to the fol-
lowing table, showing the area of each State, the

maining unsurveyed:

’

{ on unsurveyed lands.

‘Where the surveys have been carefully and cor-

rectly executed, it is but seldom that a resurvey is

, necessary, and hence no further expenditure in
' this branch of the service is required.
i Much embarrassment has been experienced in
| determining the location and survey of private
claims, especially in Florida and Louisiana; but,
t under the judicious direction of the surveyors gen-
eral of those States, the difficulty to a great extent
has been removed. In Florida most of the private
claims have been located and surveyed, and the
work appears to have been done in a manner gen-
erally acceptable. During the present season it is
expected that the remainder of the private claims,
a)rig most, if not all, of the public lands of any
value outside the Seminole reservation, in this
State, will be surveyed.

In Louisiana the resurveys in the Greensburg
i district, authorized by the act of 29th August, 1842,
' have been prosecuted with great diligence under
! the judicious and skillful direction of the surveyor
| general, and many of the erroneous and fraudulent
i surveys in that district, which had materially re-
. tarded public business for years, and proved a
' source of - embarrassment and annoyance, have
! been corrected.
{  Every effort has been made by the surveyors
' general, and this office, to prevent errors "and
| frauds in the public surveys; and for this purpose
! stringent regulations have been adopted, and ex-
 plicit instructions issued. . L )
| Notwithstanding these precautions, it has re-
| cently been discovered that in some of {he surveys
| executed many years ago, especially in the north-
i ern part of tl¥e southern peninsula of Michigan,
{errors and frauds were committed, and a few of
{ like character are of more recent occurrence.
| . These evils cannot be wholly remedied by ex-
|isting legislation or instructions. They are caused
by tﬁe want of skill or integrity on the part of the
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scholars, and the benefits of a practical education I are expected to accompany the boundary commis-

be thus more widely diffused.

The only considerable number of Indians who
have retained any portion of their original posses-
sions, and survived the perils of immediate con-
tact with a white population fast thickening around
them, are those remaining in the State of New
York. comprising a mere remnant of the once nu-
merousand powerful Iroquois, or ¢ Six Nations.”
After rapidly diminishing for many years, they
seem at length to have reached the lowest peint in
their declining fortunes. Having been placed, by
the humane legislation of the State, in a situation
similar to that of our colonized tribes, they pre-
sent the interesting spectacle of a once barbarous
people in a state of rapid transition to civilization
and prosperity. A striking indication of their
procress is the important change they have made
in their civil polity. Impressed with the disadvan-
tazes of their ancient and irresponsible oligarchi-
cal form of government, and its tendency to regard _
their advancement, a majority succeeded, in 1848,
ineffecting an entire revolution. Having formall
assembled in convention, they adopted a repubh-
can constitution, and their government and affairs
are now well conducted, on principles similar to
those on which ours are administered. There are
still, however, individnals among them who, from
their connection with the old system, are opposed |
to the new order of things; but, as the object of
these malcontents is to regain their lost power,
rather than to promote the public good, no encour-
acement has been given to them, either by the
State of New York or the General Government.

It is much to be regretted that no appropriation
was made at the last session of Congress for ne- |
gotiating treaties with the wild tribes of the great
western prairies. These Indians have long held
undisputed possession of this extensive recion,
and, regarding it as their own, they consider them-
selves entitled to compensation, not only for the
right of way throngh their territory, but for the
great and injurious destruction of game, grass, and '
timber, committed by our troops and emigrants,
They have hitherto heen kept guiet and peaceahle
by reiterated promises that the Government would I
act generously towards them; and cqnsiderations '
of economy, Justice, and humanity require that
these promises should be promptly fulfilled. They
would, doubtless, be contented with a very mod-
erate remuneration, which should be made in "
goods, stock animals, agricultural implements, and
other useful articles.

As a further measure for securing the friendship
and goond conduct of these Indians, it is earnestly
recommended that a delegation of their principal
and most influential men be brought in, for the pur-
pose of visiting some of our larger citiesand more
densely populated portions of country. These
delezates would thus be impressed with arr idea of
the great superiority of our strength, which being |
imparted to their people, would have a. powerful
and most salutary influence upon them.

Our information in regard to the Indians in Or-
egon and California is extremely limited; but the
deficiency, it is hoped, will shortly be supplied by !
the agents and commissioners provided for at the
last session of Congress. Copies of the instruc-
tions given to these nfficers are herewith sulfmitted,
together with a report from General Lane, late
governor and aeting superintendent of Tndian af-
fairs in Oregon, containing the latest official infor-
mation in possession of the office respecting the
Indians in that far-distant recion, and received too
late to accompany the annual report of last year.

After the three agents authorized by Congress
for the Indians in California were appointed, it’
was found that no appropriation had heen made
for their salaries, and the necessary expenses of
their agencies. Their functions as agents were
therefore suspended; but as there was an appro-
priation for negotiating treaties with the Indians
in that State, they were constituted commission-
ers for that purpose. They will thus have an op-
portunity of acquiring information useful to them .
as agengs, and he on the spot to enter upon their
duties in that capacity when the requisite appro-
priations shall have been made.

_Commissioners have alsn heen appointed for the
highly important purpose of negotiating treaties
Wwith the various Indian tribes adjacent to the line
between the United States and Mexico.

sion, and are charged with the duty of eollecting
all such statistical and other information concern-
ing those Indians as may aid the Department in
adopting the proper policy and measures for their
government, and to carry out, in. cond fmth,' the
stipulations of our recent treaty with the Mexican
Republie.

The ruinous condition of our Indian affairs in
New Mexico demands the immediate attention of
Congress. In nosection of the country are prompt
and efficient measures for restraining the Indians
more imperiously required than in this Territory,
where an extraordinary state of things exists,
which, so long as it continues, will be a reproach
to the Government.

There are over thirty thousand Indians within
its limits, the greater portion of whom, having
never been subjected to any salutary restraint, are
extremely wild and intractable. For many years
they have been in the constant habit of making
extensive forays, not only within the Territory
itself, but in the adjoining provinces of Mexico,
plundering and murdering the inhabitants, and
carrying off large quantities of stock, hesides nu-
merous captives, whom they have subjected to
slavery, and treated with great barbarity and
cruelty. Hymanity shudders in view of the hor-
rible fate of such of their female captives as pos-
sess qualities to excite their fiendish and brutal
passions. Our citizens have suffered severely from
their outrages within the last two years, of which
their attack last Fall upon Mr. White’s party,
while traveling to Santa Fé, is one of many in-
stances. They murdered the whole party, nine or
ten in number; except his wife, child, and servant,
whom they carried off. Our only Indian agent in
the Territory, who is stationed at Santa Fé, on
hearing of the lamentable occurrence, promptly
made every effort in his power to rescune the ean-
tives, and hring the Indians to punishment. The
military officers in the Territory also made com-
mendable exertions for the same purpose, but, un-

 fortunately, with no nther result than the discovery

of the dead hody of Mrs. White, which was found
by a military party in pursuit of some Indians
supposed to have her in their possession. It was

i evident that she had jugt been murdered, as the

body was still warm. The sad duty of interring
the corpse was performed by the military with
becomingglecency and respect. Proper efforts have
been continued to rescue the child and servant, hut
as yet withoutsuccess. Renewed instructions have
recently been given directing a large reward to be
offered, which, it is hoped, willlead to a favorable
result.
committed not only upon our citizens, hut upon
the Pueblo Indians, an interesting semi-civilized
peaple, living in towns or villages called pueblos,
whence they derive their name. Before the coun-
try came into our possession, they were in the
habit of repairing the injuries they sustained by
retaliation and reprisals upon their enemies; but
from this they are now required to desist; and thus

But their atrocities and aggressions are’

Senate & Ho. or Reps.

t To manage these Indians properly, they also must
 have agents; and, in order to break up their prac-
tice of committing depredations and taking cap-
tives, they should be placed in situations where
a proper vigilance umr control can le exercised
over them. Their forays into the Mexican terri-
tory can only be prevented by locating them at a
considerable distance from the boundary line, and
the establishing of niilitary posts to prevent them
from crossing it.  The boundaries of the country
allotted to the several tribes, respectively, should
be clearly defined, and they should not be allowed
to go beyond them without special permission.
Thus situated and restrained, a portion of them
would need the assistance of the Government until
brought to apply themselves to hushandry for
the means of subsistence, instead of depending on
plunder and the chase. The adoption of this, or .
sothe other efficient system of measures, would
involve an expense far less than the amount for
which the Government will otherwise become lia-
ble on account of the just claimig of our citizens,
and those of Mexico, for spoliations committed by
these Indians; while it would obviate the serious
evils that must result from the settlement and im-
provement of the country being greatly retarded.
An obligation of the highest character rests upon
us to redeem the captives among the Indians in
New Mexico, represented to be numerous, and
liberal appropriations will have to be made tor that

purpose.

For interesting and more particular information
respecting our Indian affairs in this Territory, and
especially in relation to the agency and organiza-

, tion required for their proper management, I re-
spectfully refer to the accompanying letter (No.
33) from the Hon. H. N. Smith, and the reports
from agent Calhoun.

We know but little of the Indians in Utah
beyond the fact that they are generally peaceable
in their disposition and easily controlled; but fur-
ther and full inforimation as to their peculiar con-
dition and wants may soon be expected from the
"agent recently sent among them. I therefore re-
! frain for the present from making any recommend-
[’ ation in regard to them, except that our trade and
‘1 intercourse laws be extended over them.

Our Indian relations in Texas remain in the
"awkward and embarrassing state set forth in the
annual reports from this office for the last five
" years, and particularly in that of my immediate

predecessor. The laws providing for the regula-
| tion of trade and intercourse with the Indian
tribes are not in force in Texas; nor can they, I
apprehend, be extended there without the eonsent
of that State. Thus, while an unfortunate state
of things exists in Texas similar to that in New
| Mexico, and requiring in general the same reme-
| dial measures, we have not the power to put them
, 1n fulland complete operation. The Constitution,
{ it is true, gives to Congress the power to regulate .
i commerce with the Indian tribes; but that 1t can
be rightfully exercised in such manner as to pun-
ish the citizens of that State for trespassing®on

i

the duty is more strongly imposed upon us of af- lands occupied by the Indians, or trading with
fording them adequate protection. Theinterference them unless licensed by the Government, is a
of the Government is required also to secure them  proposition that may well be controverted. What
against violations of their rights of person and 1s required in regard to the Indians in Texas is
property by unprincipled white men, from whose full and absolute authority to assign to them a
cupidity and lawlessness they are continually sub-  suitable country remote from the white popula-~

ject to grievous annoyance and oppression.

To prevent serious disputes between these In-
dians and the white inhabitants, it is essentially
necessary that commissioners be appointed to as-
certain and define the houndaries of their lands, i
which they claim to hold under grants from Spain
and Mexico, and to nevotiate treaties with them
for the purpose of establishing proper relations
hetween them and the Government and citizens of
the United States. It is believed that by pursuing
awise and liberal policy towards them—which
their peculiar situation indicates and invites—they
will Ina few years be fitted to hecome citizens;
and heing industrious, moral, and exemplary in
their habits, will constitute a valuable portion of
the population of the Territory. TFor a brief pe-

" tion, for their exclusive occupancy and use, where
we can make our own arrangements for regulating
trade and intercourse with them, and adopt other
measures for their gradual civilization and im-
provement, With this view, I respectfully sug-
gest that a commissioner or commissioners be ap-
}ii)inted to confer with the proper authorities of

exas on this important subject, for the purpose
of effecting the conventional arrangements indis-
pensable to a satisfactory adjustment of our Indian
affairs in that State. .

This measure, I submit, would be fully justified,
if recommended, alone by the consideration that

" it would probably result in curtailing the immense

| and comparatively useless expense to which the

" Government is now subjected in maintaining the

They :

riod, however, they will require agentsto regulate large military force deemed necessary for the pro-
' stheir intercourse and manage their relations with ' tection and defence of the citizens of Texas,

the other Indians and the whites, Thesame com-"  The arrancements adopted last year for the re-

missioners could be charged with the further duty ' moval of tl\§Sen1irlole Indians in Florida to the

of entering into the necessary conventional ar-| country occupied by their brethren west of the
: rangements with the wild tribes of the Territory, J ! Mississippi foiled of entire success; only a portion



