First-Year Programs Office Stakeholder Interview

Strengths of the Current UW Undergraduate Experience
· FIG programs are nationally recognized and are an important part of the undergraduate experience at the UW.

· The UW provides a plethora of resources and services to students.

· All students can find a sub-community at the UW no matter what their background or interests.

· The array of programs available at the UW offers extraordinary possibilities for discovery and development.

· There is a sense of pride in being part of the UW.

· Exploration is a primary virtue in the UW culture.

Weaknesses in the Current Undergraduate Experience
· The UW does not have many traditions outside of some in athletics.

· There is a lack of continuity and collaboration between departments.  The decentralization at the UW is not always a virtue.

· Students often receive duplicate or variant information from different groups (e.g., advising)

· The uncertainty about entry into majors causes anxiety and confusion.

· The UW needs to integrate academic content more into FIGS and student orientation.

· Students need a personal and direct connection to at least one reliable and informed source, whether faculty or staff.

Best Practices

· One best practice is requiring an entering student seminar that is connected to the faculty and not peer driven.

· Entrance into the University needs to be a milestone event and experience.  Best-practice universities make sure that their entering students know that they are welcomed, included, and privileged.  Entrance events should be huge and supported by the entire community.

· Some universities have students spend at least one night in a residence hall as part of their summer orientation.  This creates an opportunity to begin social bonding.

· Orientation activities should be widespread, diverse and phenomenal.  Orientation should include intense experiences that could be related to wilderness activities, community service, the arts, the sciences, etc.
