Improving the UW Undergraduate Experience

Committee member interview with Faculty Council on Instructional Quality (FCIQ)

FCIQ members in attendance:  Linda Martin-Morris, Jan Carline, Mary Pat Wenderoth, John Holmes, Anthony Greenwald, Christine Ingebritsen, Nana Lowell, Monica Banks

Committee members: Devon Pena, Janice DeCosmo

General Advice for Committee

Improving undergraduate education requires further study – should not make decisions based on a few weeks’ of research; any changes will require champions among the faculty and administration to implement

Characteristics of an Excellent Undergraduate Experience 

An improved undergraduate experience should include:  writing, research experience, environmental/community service; global experience; strategies to connect learning inside and outside the classroom; learning about citizenship/how to be a responsible adult in society;

What does the university expect students to know and be able to do by graduation?  Need to think about how to measure student outcomes, separate outcomes from strategies to achieve outcomes;

Make sure the undergraduate curriculum addresses the legislature’s four areas of concern:  writing, quantitative reasoning; critical thinking; information literacy

Provide ways for students to learn from alumni (citizenship)

Tie general admissions to expectations of students after they get here

Consult employers to find out what they look for in graduates/new hires

Foster innovative pedagogical approaches:  use of groups in courses, projects; problem-based learning; portfolio for learning goals; set standards for learning/teaching;

Provide resources and rewards to help faculty accomplish changes in pedagogy; funded chairs for educational innovations; grants for teaching; expanded role for faculty development entities (CIDR, Teaching Academy); view graduate student TA’s as pedagogical innovators

Broaden advising; assign advisors; provide training for graduate students in mentoring undergraduates;

Strengths of Current Undergraduate Experience

Faculty development – CIDR, Teaching Academy – offer support but need to be expanded, strengthened

Weaknesses of Current Undergraduate Experience

UW needs to help students select classes thoughtfully – so that their record shows a progression toward gaining skills/knowledge; materials and advisors need to help students to understand what skills, knowledge are important

Build a community of scholars – students need to see campus as a place to live and grow; provide spaces for students to congregate

