The Major:  Depth of Experience, Integration
Because of their distinctive assets and their emphasis on research, research universities, the Boyer Commission argued, are uniquely positioned to engage undergraduates in the process of discovery—to give them experiences working alongside faculty who are themselves contributing to the generation of knowledge or artistic creation. Through such experiences, they will develop the curiosity and habit of mind that define the scholar and the artist, and they will share in the passion and excitement that comes with addressing complex challenges and moving knowledge forward.
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· Best Practices
 

Reinvention Center ~ Spotlight Forum
   
 http://www.sunysb.edu/Reinventioncenter/Research%20spotlight.html
 

"Research is another word for Education"
Reed Wilson, Director of the Undergraduate Research Center for Humanities and Social Science, UCLA


http://www.cur.org/publications/aire_raire/ucla.asp
The Senior Year Experience ~ University of South Carolina


http://www.sc.edu/univ101/courses/univ401/syeinfo.html 
 
· Undergraduate Research Resources

Council on Undergraduate Research (CUR)


 http://www.cur.org/
Undergraduate Research Highlights
   
 http://www.cur.org/highlights/research.htm

· Valuing Scholarly Activities of Undergraduates
Financial support for supporting students’ scholarly work (prizes, workshops, stipends, faculty support, equipment funds, space, etc.) ~ Integrating Research into Undergraduate Education: The Value Added
Developing Resources and Funds to Support a Research-based Undergraduate Education
      
www.sunysb.edu/Reinventioncenter/Conference_04/Developing_Resources/Developing_Resources_Funds.htm 
UC publishes a list of all undergraduate research journals:  

http://www.ucop.edu/research/ugrad/journals.html
· Communicating the Importance of Undergraduate Scholarship

Undergraduate Posters for National and State Legislatures

http://www.cur.org/postersession.html 

***  The Council on Undergraduate Research has established this special section of the CUR website to provide information to participants in our annual "Undergraduate Research Posters on the Hill" event, which occurs in late March or April of each year. Sixty competitively selected student posters are displayed on the U.S. Capitol during a late afternoon reception. In the morning of the same day, there is an orientation session, followed by visits from students and their faculty mentors to their Representatives and Senators' offices.
Important Issues and Questions

· Whatever we develop must be the standard for all students.

· The plan must be developmental – preparing for a capstone or other integrative experience, for example, must begin on the very first day of freshman year.

· Department faculty should articulate what is expected of seniors ~ what skills, knowledge, experiences that make “outstanding” seniors or honors students?  What qualities make them employable?  

· Department faculty should define what, if anything, makes our program distinctive from other programs in the discipline.

· What does “deep” mean in terms of curriculum and experiences?  

· Our classrooms and other instructional experiences must be active, inquiry-driven, and student-centered.

· Where does writing fit into all of this? 

· How can we engage all students in meaningful ways in the Seattle and Puget Sound community?
· We need to consider what might work for small, medium and large size programs, and develop a variety of strategies to engage students more fully in UW’s scholarly environment.

Avoid the anticlimax.
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