Themes

The Major, Integrated Experience:  Research, Scholarship, and Creative Activity
Research universities are uniquely positioned to engage undergraduates in the process of discovery—to give them experiences working alongside faculty who are themselves contributing to the generation of knowledge or artistic creation. Through such experiences, they will develop the curiosity and habit of mind that define the scholar and the artist, and they will share in the passion and excitement that comes with addressing complex challenges and moving knowledge forward.



Reinventing Undergraduate Education: A Blueprint for America’s Universities (1998)
Environment:  The University of Washington community is robust and research focused.  UW consistently ranks as the top public university in the nation for federal grants, and maintains one of the largest academic research libraries in North America.  Given the university’s research orientation, programs and activities that foster student engagement with research and creative endeavors are vital for the university and for the students’ growth and enrichment. 
Goal:
 Every student who graduates from the University of Washington will participate in a capstone or cumulative project in the discipline, or in an interdisciplinary or emerging field related to the major.  The experience should be in-depth, integrative and reflect mastery of skills and scholarship in the student's field of study.  The experience may take the form of research, creative activity, or leadership in community-based projects beyond the classroom.
Students will have developed a heightened expertise in their discipline, able to think rationally, creatively, and critically and to be effective communicators, skilled in writing and speaking persuasively, and knowledgeable about the important potential for continuing their civic and academic contributions beyond the university.  These skills and intellectual attributes form the foundation for a lifetime of learning and a thriving democracy.
Challenges:

· As a requirement for graduation, all students must complete an in-depth creative, scholarly, research, or community-based project.  The integrative capstone experience is best designed to meet the interests of the student and the major discipline.
· Entering freshman will understand that as students they will be expected to participate in an in-depth project as a requirement for graduation.
· The plan is developmental – preparing for a capstone or other integrative experience, for example, must begin on the very first day of freshman year.

· Capstone or other integrative experiences must be built into the curriculum, with developmental courses in inquiry and research, graduated expectations, and multiple sources for mentoring.
· There must be bridge course(s) for transfer students to insure that they have the appropriate skills for inquiry-based learning.
· The in-depth, integrative experience needs to allow for interdisciplinary interests.  The university must work with departments in facilitating cross-disciplinary capstone projects and broadening in-depth courses for non-majors.  As faculty have widely and varied broad interests within and across their disciplines, so should our students.
Important Issues and Questions:
· Department faculty should articulate what is expected of seniors – what skills, knowledge, experiences that make “outstanding” seniors or honors students?  What qualities make them employable?  

· Faculty are willing to be mentors.  (See Case Western’s SAGE, although the scale is different.  They have 3,737 undergraduate students with 2,341 faculty.)  Is there any way to make this work at UW for entering freshman and transfer students to be mentored by a faculty or academic staff member?
· For faculty who become active in mentoring inquiry-based learning experiences, there must be rewards and funding to support this additional activity.
· Seniors could also play a part in forming interest groups for undergraduates and participate in peer-mentoring in a chosen discipline.
· How can we expand opportunities for mentored learning experiences with freshman and transfer students? (UNC) 
· For scholarly and research integrative experiences to be meaningful, our classrooms and other instructional experiences must be active, inquiry-driven, and student-centered.

· Enhanced opportunities for improving writing and speaking skills to present original research, scholarship, and innovative creations needs to be built into the curriculum.
· How can we engage all students in meaningful ways in the Seattle and Puget Sound community?

· We need to avoid the anticlimax.
Best Practices
 

Reinvention Center ~ Spotlight Forum

   
 http://www.sunysb.edu/Reinventioncenter/Research%20spotlight.html
 

“Research is another word for Education”
Reed Wilson, Director of the Undergraduate Research Center for Humanities and Social Science, UCLA


http://www.cur.org/publications/aire_raire/ucla.asp
The Senior Year Experience ~ University of South Carolina


http://www.sc.edu/univ101/courses/univ401/syeinfo.html 


· Faculty Actively Involved in Mentoring Opportunities

Case Western: SAGES stands for Seminar Approach to General Education and Scholarship.  Particularly, EVERY undergrad is paired w/ a mentor from the   moment they arrive on campus.

http://www.case.edu/sages/overview.htm
· Valuing Scholarly Activities of Undergraduates

Financial support for supporting students’ scholarly work (prizes, workshops, stipends, faculty support, equipment funds, space, etc.) ~ Integrating Research into Undergraduate Education: The Value Added Developing Resources and Funds to Support a Research-based Undergraduate Education


www.sunysb.edu/Reinventioncenter/Conference_04/Developing_Resources/Developing_Resources_Funds.htm 

Integration with libraries

Proactive programs in academic libraries that get students to conduct research projects and utilize library resources as a core resource for these research efforts are important stimuli for developing a college environment that emphasizes the need for undergraduates to learn research skills so as to better prepare for life-long learning:

· Library Prize for Undergraduate Research Bancroft Library University of California, Berkley:  http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/researchprize/; 
· Library Prize for Undergraduate Research Temple University:  http://library.temple.edu/prize/; 
· Undergraduate Research and Scholarship; The Discovery Award at University of Alaska Anchorage; http://ours.uaa.alaska.edu/; 
· University of Oregon Undergraduate Library Research Award; http://libweb.uoregon.edu/general/libaward.html.

· Library Research Award For Undergraduates, University of Washington:  http://www.lib.washington.edu/researchAward/
Publications of students’ work

UC publishes a list of all undergraduate research journals:  

http://www.ucop.edu/research/ugrad/journals.html
Communicating the Importance of Undergraduate Scholarship

Undergraduate Posters for National and State Legislatures


http://www.cur.org/postersession.html 

The Council on Undergraduate Research has established this special section of the CUR website to provide information to participants in our annual “Undergraduate Research Posters on the Hill” event, which occurs in late March or April of each year. Sixty competitively selected student posters are displayed on the U.S. Capitol during a late afternoon reception. In the morning of the same day, there is an orientation session, followed by visits from students and their faculty mentors to their Representatives and Senators’ offices.

At Case Western, the program called the “Journey” is about leadership values in action. The Journey creates intentional leadership opportunities for the undergraduate students at Case by:

· Developing life-long scholars who are educated learners, awake to new possibilities

· Preparing moral and socially responsible life-long leaders.
· Building active citizens who are prepared and engaged to serve humanity


http://studentaffairs.case.edu/activities/journey/
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