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Terms and Definitions
For purposes of GIM 36, the following terms and definitions shall apply:
adult stem cell
means a lineage-restricted, non-pluripotent stem cell that is capable of giving rise to some, but not all, adult cell types, typically found in the differentiated tissue of an organism.
approved hESC line
means a stem cell line listed on the NIH hESC registry and eligible for use in NIH-supported research.
blastocyst
means the human blastocyst is characterized by having a fluid-filled cavity, small innter mass of cells, and an outer thin layer of cells.  Blastocysts develop from the prior stage of development (Morula) on day 5 after fertilization and remain until implantation in the uterine wall on about day 8.  They contain an increasing number of cells, from at least 50 on day 5 to over 140 on days 6 and 7 (Hardy, Handyside and Winston 1989, Development 107:597).
Chairperson
means the duly appointed chairperson of the ESCRO Committee.
chimera
means an organism having two or more genetically different cell types, including cell types from one or more species.
chimeric animal
means a nonhuman animal having two or more genetically different cell types, including cell types from one or more species.
chimeric embryo
means an embryo having two or more genetically different cell types, including cell types from one or more species.
cloning
means the asexual production of a line of cells that is genetically identical to the originating cell.
data
means information or other results arising from research, other than intellectual property.
embryo
means an organism in the early stages of growth and differentiation.
embryonic germ cell
means an ESC-like cell derived from primordial germ cells found in the gonadal ridge of an embryo or fetus.
embryonic stem cell (ESC)
means an undifferentiated, pluripotent stem cell, typically derived from an embryo.
equipment
means tangible personal property used in research at the UW with an expected useful life of more than one year and an acquisition cost of $2,000 or more ($5,000 or more for recharge and cost centers).
ESCRO Committee
means the UW Embryonic Stem Cell Research Oversight Committee described in section V.G. below.
facilities
means laboratory space, offices, and any other locations owned or operated by the UW and used in the conduct of research.
germ cell
means either a sperm or egg haploid cell (gamete) or a cell that typically becomes a gamete.
hES cell
means a human embryonic stem cell (hESC)
hESC derived cell line
means a hESC cell line created from the destruction of a human embryo and any cell lines derived from it, including cell lines that are pluripotent or that are further differentiated into a particular lineage (e.g., cardiomyocytes, nerve cells).
hESC line
means a human stem cell line consisting of hESC, originally derived from destruction of a human embryo.
hESC research
means research involving either the use or creation of hESC.
human embryo
means the embryo of a human, generally defined as extending from the time of the formation of the zygote through the end of the first eight weeks after such formation.
human embryonic stem cell(s) or hESC(s)
mean one or more human embryonic stem cells, commonly first derived from the inner cell mass of the blastocyst or morulae stage of a human embryo.
human fetus
means the fetus of a human, generally defined as extending from the end of the human embryo stage (e.g., approximately 8 weeks post-fertilization) to birth.
human subject
means an individual about whom an investigator conducting research obtains (a) data through intervention or interaction with the individual, or (b) identifiable private information.
human subjects research
means research involving human subjects, or research involving data and/or specimens from human subjects.
induced pluripotent stem cells (iPSC)
means a cell line formed from a non-embryonic, differentiated cell source, in which pluripotency is established.
iPSC line
means a stem cell line consisting of iPSC.
ineligible hESC research
means hESC research ineligible for federal support.
Institutional Review Board (IRB)
means an appropriately designated institutional review board designated by the UW to review, approve and monitor, in accordance with applicable federal and state law, human subjects research occurring at the UW or involving UW personnel.
intact human embryo
means a human embryo that is developing in an integrated, normal fashion and continuing to progress and otherwise capable of progressing into a fully-developed human.
intellectual property
means inventions and discoveries, whether or not patentable, trade secrets, and copyrightable materials, arising from research, including but not limited to new hESC and hiPSC lines and derivatives, and valuable methods and tools for conducting hESC research.
investigator
means any person involved in the design, conduct or reporting the results of research.
ISCRM
means the UW’s Institute for Stem Cell and Regenerative Medicine.

Morula 
means a stage of embryo development prior to blastocyst formation, typically 16-64 cells still surrounded by the zona pellucida
NIH hESC registry
means the list of hESC lines that the NIH has deemed eligible for federal funding.
OSP
means the UW’s Office of Sponsored Programs.
personnel
means all persons, including but not limited to investigators, who participate or expect to participate in research, including employees, faculty, post-doctoral fellows and students.
pluripotent stem cell
means a stem cell having the capacity to differentiate into the adult cells of all three primary germ layers.
principal investigator (PI)
means the investigator having overall responsibility for the conduct of a particular research project.
prohibited hESC activities 
means those activities, including certain types of research, relating to hESC prohibited by the UW as further described in Examples of Research and Review Categories.
provenance
means sufficient documentation, based on usual and customary standards within the field of hESC research, to authenticate the history of derivation and ownership, and place of origin, of hESC or hiPSC.
reproductive cloning
means the use of cloning for the purpose of creating one or more adult organisms that are all genetically identical to another organism.
research
means a systematic investigation, including development, testing and evaluation, designed to develop or contribute to general knowledge.
SCNT
means somatic cell nuclear transfer, a procedure by which the nucleus of a somatic cell is transferred into a female germ cell (egg), the nucleus of which has been removed.
stem cell
means a cell having the potential for prolonged undifferentiated growth while retaining the potential to differentiate into one or more cell types.
stem cell line
means a mass of cells descended from and retaining the characteristics of an original stem cell.
teratoma
A type of tumor that may contain several different types of tissue and sometimes mature elements such as hair, muscle, and bone.
totipotent stem cell
means a stem cell having the capacity to differentiate into every cell type, including extra-embryonic cells, and to form an entire organism.

University or UW
means the University of Washington.
zygote
means a diploid cell formed by the union of mature female and male germ cells.
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