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In the beginningIn the beginningIn the beginning…In the beginning…

Registrar’s office has long wanted someRegistrar’s office has long wanted someRegistrar s office has long wanted some Registrar s office has long wanted some 
kind of datastore for course data.kind of datastore for course data.
Huge barriers to making that a realityHuge barriers to making that a realityHuge barriers to making that a realityHuge barriers to making that a reality
–– Information is “locked up” in static pagesInformation is “locked up” in static pages

D t b h ti / i t /D t b h ti / i t /–– Database hosting/maintenance/access Database hosting/maintenance/access 
questionsquestions
P i iti ti ith th j tP i iti ti ith th j t–– Prioritization with other projectsPrioritization with other projects

–– …and of course, paying for it…and of course, paying for it



A “solution” is foundA “solution” is foundA solution  is foundA solution  is found

Happily there was something thatHappily there was something thatHappily, there was something that Happily, there was something that 
worked… sortaworked… sorta
Our friend GoogleOur friend GoogleOur friend GoogleOur friend Google
–– Simple to set upSimple to set up

N thi tN thi t–– Nothing toNothing to
maintainmaintain
E thi ’E thi ’–– Everything’sEverything’s
perfect, right?perfect, right?
Try it outTry it out–– Try it outTry it out



Serendipity strikesSerendipity strikesSerendipity strikesSerendipity strikes

iPhone application brings the Student WebiPhone application brings the Student WebiPhone application brings the Student Web iPhone application brings the Student Web 
Services (SWS) into the fast laneServices (SWS) into the fast lane
Registrar’s office helps vet the dataRegistrar’s office helps vet the dataRegistrar s office helps vet the dataRegistrar s office helps vet the data
1 + 1 = 11…1 + 1 = 11…
–– “Hey, couldn’t we use this info another way?“Hey, couldn’t we use this info another way?
–– “Yes. Yes we can.”“Yes. Yes we can.”

We can reWe can re--build the Course Catalog search build the Course Catalog search 
with web services!with web services!



If we build it they will comeIf we build it they will comeIf we build it, they will come.If we build it, they will come.

All the ingredients were there:All the ingredients were there:All the ingredients were there:All the ingredients were there:
–– Clear need for an improved processClear need for an improved process

Public course search form (Public course search form (linklink))–– Public course search form (Public course search form (linklink))
–– Public course details (Public course details (linklink))

Public curriculum list (Public curriculum list (linklink))–– Public curriculum list (Public curriculum list (linklink))
–– 1 halfway1 halfway--decent web developerdecent web developer

R hl 3 d ’ tiR hl 3 d ’ ti–– Roughly 3 days’ timeRoughly 3 days’ time
–– Combine and mix thoroughly, bake at 375Combine and mix thoroughly, bake at 375°° to to 

getgetget…get…



A freshA fresh--baked approach to baked approach to pppp
Course Catalog searchCourse Catalog search



Has it already been five minutes?!Has it already been five minutes?!yy

In a word: this was amazing! In a word: this was amazing! gg
Serendipity struckSerendipity struck
–– web services enabled a solution to a yearsweb services enabled a solution to a years--oldoldweb services enabled a solution to a yearsweb services enabled a solution to a years old old 

problem essentially as a sideproblem essentially as a side--effect of another effect of another 
problemproblempp

Things can only get betterThings can only get better
–– As more resources come online this tool andAs more resources come online this tool andAs more resources come online, this tool and As more resources come online, this tool and 

others will improve and get (even) easierothers will improve and get (even) easier



Last wordLast wordLast wordLast word

This is what it’s all about, people:This is what it’s all about, people:This is what it s all about, people:This is what it s all about, people:

The SWS enabled a single developer to writeThe SWS enabled a single developer to write
a new course catalog for the Universitya new course catalog for the Universitya new course catalog for the Universitya new course catalog for the University

in about three days. in about three days. Wow.Wow.

Questions or comments: sbush@uw eduQuestions or comments: sbush@uw eduQuestions or comments: sbush@uw.eduQuestions or comments: sbush@uw.edu
Incredible job, OIM! Thanks for making this Incredible job, OIM! Thanks for making this 
possiblepossiblepossiblepossible


