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VII. STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
 
B. Finance, Audit and Facilities Committee 
 
Renaming Replacement Residence Halls as Terry Hall, Lander Hall, and Mercer 
Court 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
It is the recommendation of the administration and the Finance, Audit and 
Facilities Committee that the Board of Regents approve renaming three 
replacement residence halls as Terry Hall, Lander Hall, and Mercer Court. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Phases II and III of the Housing Master Plan include the demolition and 
reconstruction of several existing buildings and construction of two new 
buildings.  This renaming proposal retains the current names of Lander, Terry, 
and Mercer in recognition of their historical and commemorative significance.   
 
Approval by the President and the University Names Committee was requested 
and received to use some variation of historic and commemorative names in the 
reconstructed buildings.  From those approved names, the Vice President and 
Vice Provost for the Office of Student Life, in conjunction with Housing & Food 
Services, selected the names proposed below: 
 

Current Name Proposed Name 
Lander Hall Lander Hall 
Terry Hall plus addition Terry Hall 
Mercer Hall plus Site 29 Mercer Court 

 
According to the current Facilities and Spaces Naming Policy, use of names on 
replacement facilities must be approved by the Board of Regents: 

 
2.  Individual/Family Naming Guidelines  
  A.  Buildings or Outdoor Areas 

4) The name will remain on the building or outdoor area for the 
life of the building or area (subject to Section 2.A.1). If at 
some future time the building or area is replaced (which may 
include a major reconstruction that substantially changes the 
functions/appearance of a building's interior and exterior), 
the name may or may not be carried on the replacement 
facility as approved by the Board of Regents. If the name is 
not used on the replacement facility, the Board of Regents 
will determine the appropriate recognition to be incorporated 
into the new building or area. 

http://www.washington.edu/admin/rules/policies/BRG/RP6.html#2A1
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The Facilities and Spaces Naming Policy also states that “Buildings named for an 
individual or family generally will be termed ‘[blank] Hall’.”  An exception to the 
policy is requested so that the new Mercer building can be called Mercer Court 
because of its signature element of three landscaped courtyards, its construction as 
apartments rather than a residence hall, and its similarity to its neighbor, Stevens 
Court. 
 
Housing & Food Services plans to continue the use of tree names as functional 
names for two new buildings being constructed as part of Phases II and III.  New 
Center will be called Maple, and the new building to be constructed on Site 30 
will be called Madrona.  The Facilities and Spaces Naming Policy does not 
require Regental approval for functional naming; they are noted here for 
information only. 
 
PREVIOUS REGENT ACTIONS 
 
In 1956, the Board of Regents approved naming two units of a new Men’s 
Dormitory group after Mr. Charles C. Terry and Judge Edward Lander who, 
jointly with Mr. Arthur A. Denny, for whom the first building on the present 
campus was named, donated ten acres of land for the establishment of the original 
campus.   
 
In 1970, the Board of Regents approved the naming of Residence Hall Unit V as 
Asa Mercer Hall in memory of the first president of the University.   
 
REVIEW AND APPROVALS 
 
In accordance with University procedures, the University Names Committee, the 
Vice President and Vice Provost for Student Life, and the President have 
reviewed and approved this request. 
 
 
 
Attachments 
1. April 20, 2011 Letter to University Names Committee (with map) 
2. December 7, 2011 Letter of Approval from the University Names Committee 

with concurrence from President Young 
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