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VII. STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
 
B. Finance, Audit and Facilities Committee 
 
 
UW School of Medicine—Amending Restriction for the Harry G. Schuck 
Endowment Fund 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
It is the recommendation of the administration and the Finance, Audit and 
Facilities Committee that the University of Washington Petition for Release of 
Endowment Restrictions with The Superior Court of Washington in and for King 
County in regard to the Harry G. Schuck Endowment Fund.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Harry G. Schuck founded Schuck’s Auto Supply in 1917 and managed the 
company until its sale to the late Samuel Stroum in 1967.  Mr. Schuck died in 
1970.  Erna M. Jorgensen (B.A. 1928) was Harry Schuck’s business partner from 
1930 until the company’s sale. 
 
In November 1978, Erna Jorgensen made an initial gift of $30,000 to the UW 
School of Medicine to establish an endowed scholarship in memory of her friend 
and business colleague, Harry G. Schuck.  The Board of Regents accepted this 
gift at the February 9, 1979 meeting and established the Harry G. Schuck 
Endowment Fund, directing that the income from this fund would be administered 
by the Dean of the School of Medicine to provide scholarships to deserving 
medical students. 
 
Ms. Jorgensen continued to make gifts to the scholarship until 1985.  In a memo 
dated January 9, 1981 from Marilyn Batt Dunn to Teddy Haslestad, Marilyn Dunn 
outlined revised specifications requested and approved by Ms. Jorgensen 
regarding the selection requirements for the Schuck scholarship.  In a January 20, 
1981 memo to Robert J. Gust, Stephen W. Camp “confirmed that the clarification 
proposed for the administration of the Harry G. Schuck Endowment fund can be 
accomplished without regental action, per Teddy Haslestad.”  The UW School of 
Medicine has continued to administer the fund based on these requirements since 
1981.  
 
The terms of the 1981 “Proposed Revised Specifications for the Harry G. Schuck 
Memorial Endowment Fund,” in relevant part: 
 

Only one scholarship is to be awarded annually with the medical student 
receiving the full income of the fund up to the maximum monetary needs 
of the student.  Scholarship funds may be used to cover costs of tuition, 
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books, and equipment, laboratory fees, housing, food, etc. up to the 
maximum sum of $20,000 annually. 

 
As of April 1, 2011, The Harry G. Schuck Endowment Fund had a market value 
of $832,309 and distributes approximately $30,000 annually.  With the restriction 
that only one (1) scholarship award can be made annually with a maximum award 
amount of $20,000, the distribution budget balance has grown over the years to 
$225,826 in funds that cannot be awarded.  This fund balance will continue to 
grow without an amendment to this restriction. 
 
The University would seek permission to award multiple scholarships each year, 
depending on the funds available in the operating account and the needs of the 
scholarship recipients up to the maximum annual amount for each scholarship of 
$20,000.  Additionally, based on the anticipated future cost of attending the UW 
School of Medicine, the University would seek permission to review the 
maximum award amount every five years and to grant the University the option to 
increase the maximum award according to the value of the Schuck Endowment 
and the then-current cost of attending the UW School of Medicine. 
 
Based on Ms. Jorgensen’s generous gifts that established both The Harry G. 
Schuck Endowment Fund and the Erna M. Jorgensen Endowed Scholarship and 
conversations with surviving family members, including Erna O. Snipes (B.S. 71, 
B.S. 76’), Ms. Jorgensen’s niece and executor of her estate, it is evident that Ms. 
Jorgensen’s intent was to have a significant impact on medical students by 
providing generous scholarship support.  To amend the restriction to expand the 
number of medical students who can benefit from The Harry G. Schuck 
Endowment Fund is in the best interest of the UW School of Medicine and will 
honor Ms. Jorgensen’s wish to generously support medical students. 
 
To amend the restriction will require a petition to the Superior Court of 
Washington in and for King County.   
 
In approving this recommendation, the Board of Regents authorizes University of 
Washington staff to pursue Petition for Release of Endowment Restrictions with 
The Superior Court of Washington in and for King County in regard to the Harry 
G. Schuck Endowment Fund. 
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REVIEW AND APPROVAL: 
 
This request is supported by the CEO, UW Medicine, Executive Vice President 
for Medical Affairs and Dean of the School of Medicine; the Senior Vice 
President; and the Vice President for University Advancement. 
 
 
 
Attachments 
1. February 13, 1979 memo from Charlotte V. Berry, Comptroller, to Robert 

Van Citters, Dean of the School of Medicine, confirming the Board of 
Regents establishment of the Harry G. Schuck Endowment Fund at its 
February 9, 1979 meeting. 

2. January 9, 1981 memo (with attachment) from Marilyn Batt Dunn to Teddy 
Haslestad outlining revised specifications for the Harry G. Schuck Memorial 
Endowment Fund. 

3. January 20, 1981 memo from Stephen W. Camp, Executive Director of 
Development, to Robert J. Gust, Director of Budget and Planning, 
confirming that the clarification proposed for the administration of the Harry 
G. Schuck Endowment Fund can be accomplished without regental action. 
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