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WITCH-HUNT IN THE NGRTHWEST

SEATTLE (NR eorrespdndent)

HE METAL-FRAMED ~WINDOWS of

the 146th Field Artrllery Armory in
geattle look out on a hrgh-school foot-
pall field dedicated to the men who
died fighting for freedom.

The windows look in on a court-
room where academic freedom is un-
der attack. . ' s

The University of Washrngton, one
of the 10 largest schools in the United
States, is on trial. The state legisla-

ture’s all- Repubhcan Little Un- Amerr--

can Activities Committee, headed by
A. F. Canwell, a 41-year-old ex- deputy
sheriff who married rich, is testmg the
fgculty for purrty of thought

The commitfee began by chargrng
that 150 members of the university
faculty were Communists or Commu-
nist sympathizers.. Thea 1t set out to
substantiate its ctxarge Comrmttee

gumshoes attended dasses as students '

Gothic halls beside. Lake Washmgton
The “Little Un-Arnerrcans prormsed
immunity to suspected radicals -who
tattled on each other. They tzhreatened
others (“We'll fix you so you'll nevet
get another job anywhere ) 'I'hey
warned one professor not to marry his

fancée: her former husband had been '
too hberal They entered 2 .chu_rch to

- of others who had attended meetrngs. .

@ Three faculty members and three
leaders of the off- -campus Repertory
Theatre refused to answer the ritual-
istic, “"Are you now or have you ever
- been a member. . . "

T'he troupe of professional anti-
.. Communists now playing the Un-
American circuit flew in from the East’
to testify, Hearst'’s Howard Rushmore
told of the “commie spy ring’ * Dr.
J. B. Matthews, granddaddy of fellow-
travelers—and now 2 male Mrs. Dill-
ing—attacked “Eisenhower and his
fellow travelers at Columbia,” con-

" demned Dr. Edward Condon and Pro-
" fessor Harold Urey for guiltby associa-

tion, and named Albert Einstein and
Arthur Schlesinger Jr. as America’s
two top fellow travelers. Canwell ham-
mered away with his gaveI to erence
the snicKers.

"One high point of the hearrng came
during the testimony of Dr. Garland

Ethel, one of the accused faculty mern?
bers “I should like,” he said, “'to rna.ke '

‘a statement of my principles. . . ..
i, “No more quotations from Shake- "
speare" shouted Canwell: Ethel, an~ ‘Red~hatmg Iabor, boss Dave Beck. As
English professor, justifying his re-

fusal to name men he had known were

Cornmumsts in 1936, had taken the
advrce -of Polopius: to thxne own self

" sive man ’Hewrtt claimed to have met

ago.

vious Party rnembcrsb;tp,
had quit the Party, but on grounds of

conscience refused to revea.l the names  prosecutor to check Hewitt's tcstxmony an2 State undcr ‘Hue Long

!{ewi!! ‘talked for two days——one 00
g many “On the second day of his teﬁtr-'

™ mony, an attorney for the defense man

T aged to get a statement into the record ,

sindicating that ¢he “libeled witnesses
- had proof they were elsewhere on the,
*days named by Hewitt. Hewitt hedged
swore they " Denied the right of cross- -examination, 'f

fessed ex- Cornmunrst ‘K“ghb Persua-_

for perju.ry The Un Americans hu.stled

‘their star witness’ aboard the first plane
out of the state.

‘A good trouper, Canwell went on
with his show. Professor Melvin Rader,
a phdosopher, wis surnmoned to the
stand. He denied present or past Com-
munist Party membershrp, and in an
hour’s eloquent testrmony, certain to
become a legend on the Washington
campus, demohshed the Canwell
theory of gurlt by association. An en-
thusiastic newspaper man called it “the
best thing of its kind since Mr. Deeds.”

“An hour Iater, Canwell ad;ourned
the heating.

_ 7 But the battle is far from over The
thtle Un-Americans plan to cite all
reluctant witnesses for contempt of the
legrslature the penalty rnay mdude
one year m ]arl oo
ln all ﬂds, unhaprIy, the unrversrty
has cowered like 2 whipped dog before
the Canwell commxttee. Long before
the hearmgs began, an * understand-
mg was reached between the commit-

tee and the Board of Regents ‘domi~

-pated by busrnessmen ‘and by the

Allen, “the umversrty Prcsrdent has
_ watched in srlence as his faaﬂty mem-

e tenure code (whlch specrﬁes mora
rpitude,’ felony “and treason), th
AUP will blacklist the umversrty
en _today Washmgton does nof ran!
lgh in ‘academic stmdmg among stat
unrversrtres the {Z inwell committe

P

defense attorneys asked the county may well lower it to. the level of Lours




