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    Design Standard webpage last updated: February 15, 2024


The Facilities Design Standard (FDS) is a collaboration between UW Facilities and various campus Process Partners, and it is intended for use by design, construction, and maintenance professionals to facilitate the design, construction, and maintenance of University facilities and assets. These standards represent proven systems that are based on life cycle cost analysis, and provide functional facilities and systems that satisfy the University’s Best Practice requirements for efficient operation and maintenance.


These design standards and standard specifications are to be adhered to and incorporated into all project and maintenance contracts, for all types of contract delivery methods. Any deviations to these standards shall be vetted through a documented resolution process and approved by a representative from UW Facilities senior leadership, prior to the completion of project design documents or maintenance contracts.


	Download the complete Design Standard - February 2024 (zip)
	Download a FDS Variance Log (xlsx)


 
          
      General, Variance Process, Preferred Manufacturers, and Sustainability
    
        
        General


	General information and common requirements (pdf)
	
		University of Washington Accessibility Guidelines (pdf)

	



Variance Request Process


	Facilities Design Standard variance process (pdf)



Preferred Manufacturers and Products


	Preferred manufacturers list (pdf)



Sustainability


	UW Sustainability Action Plan
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        Refer to UWMC specs for all UWMC projects. The UW Medical Center Project Specifications should be approved by UWMC prior to use.


	
		Download the complete UW Medical Center Specifications - February 2024 (zip)

	


  




 
          
      Civil
    
        
        Design standard


	Civil (pdf)


  




 
          
      Architectural
    
        
        Design standard


	Architectural (pdf)



Gender neutral restrooms


	Gender neutral restroom guide (pdf)



Room numbering


	
		Room Numbering Standards (pdf)
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		For Electrical and Mechanical Metering & Monitoring see the Campus Utilities & Operations standard.
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Standard specifications


	For Mechanical Metering & Monitoring see the Campus Utilities & Operations standard.
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Standard specifications


	For Electrical Metering specifications see the Campus Utilities & Operations standard.
	Automatic Transfer Switches (pdf)
	Commissioning Support (pdf)
	Dry-type, Medium-voltage Transformers (pdf)
	
		Electrical Identification (pdf)

	
	Inspection, Calibration and Testing (pdf)
	MV Wire, Cable and Terminations (pdf)
	Short Circuit and Coordination Studies (pdf)
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Standard specifications


	Conveyance standard specifications (pdf)
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	CAD and BIM standards (pdf)
	Abbreviated Check List (pdf)
	
		UW Architectural CAD Standard Layers (pdf)

	



Unsure which CAD and BIM standards document applies to your project? Email flrplans@uw.edu for help.
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Standard specifications


	CAAMS standard specifications (pdf)
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	Plants & Trees standard specifications (pdf)
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Trees


	Trees - additional standard specifications (pdf)



Irrigation


	Irrigation design standards (pdf)
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	Site furniture (pdf)



Exterior landscape lighting


	Exterior landscape lighting (pdf)



Building Services - UW Recycling


	UW Recycling (pdf)
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	Pavement markings standard specifications (pdf)
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Fire Safety


	
		Emergency Evacuation Sign Holders (pdf)

	
	
		Emergency Evacuation Floor Plan Inserts (pdf)

	
	Fire Extinguishers & Cabinets Design Guide (pdf)



All projects involving fire detection systems and fire protection systems shall be referred to John Gunderson, EH&S senior fire protection engineer, at gunderjd@uw.edu or (206) 616-3775.

  




Additional University design guides
	Classroom Support Services design guide
	Emergency classroom locking devices (ECLD) (pdf) (UW SafeCampus)
	UW-IT design guide
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Thank you for taking time to send in feedback about the UW Facilities Design Standard. Please fill out the form below and we’ll be in touch if we have follow up questions for you.


 Name *
Please include first and last name.

 Email address *

 What is your role? *
 Client

 Contractor

 Public

 Other


Choose the option that best relates to your current role.

 Other role

 Phone
Please enter the phone number including the area code (10 digits total).

 Organization

 What section and page number are you commenting on? *
Please let us know the page number(s) and section(s) of the Design Standard your comments relate to.

 Comment(s) *

Please be as detailed as possible. For example, if you’re suggesting a change to the Design Standard, detail why the change should be made.








 Leave this field blank


Submit





  

                
            

        

        

        
                    
                	
                        Home                        	Planning & design	Campus planning
	Mapping resources
	Capital planning & budget
	Climate action plan
	Utilities standard
	Design standard	Change log





                    


            
                              
    

        Your feedback is welcome

    
  
        
  
  
      
        
      
          Have feedback about the UW Facilities Design Standard? Fill out this form and let us know. It’ll only take you a few minutes.


Give feedback


FDS Updates


Items on this page may be added or updated biannually. View the Change Log for any additions or updates relevant to your project.

	Update schedule:


	February 2024
	
		August 2024
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  How can we make this page better for you?

  
 Send us some feedback! *

Message must be between 3 and 100 words.

 Email
Include your email if you'd like a response to your feedback.







 I understand that my email address (if entered) and my IP address will be stored by this website. We use your email to respond to your feedback. We use IP addresses as part of our analytics. We never share or sell your information. *
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