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Triage

And

Rapid

Treatment



� Initial patient assessment and treatment 
should take less than 30 seconds for 
each patient
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Multiple Victim Incidents



Triage



� First - clear the walking wounded
� �Anyone who can hear me, 

walk over to the door.�
� Tag these victims � MINOR
� Direct to Treatment Areas for evaluation

and care.

� Now check your ABC�s
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START ABC
� Airway

� Check for breathing
� No breathing?
� Open the Airway
� No breathing?
� Reattempt to Open the 

Airway
Still None? � DECEASEDDECEASED
Restored? � IMMEDIATE
� Continue assessment



START ABC
� Airway

� Continue assessment
� Respiratory Rate?

� Above 30 �
IMMEDIATE

� Below 30 � OK
� Continue assessment



START ABC
� Bleeding

� Severe bleeding �
IMMEDIATE

� Treat for bleeding
- apply pressure
- elevate
- use pressure points
- treat for shock

� Continue Assessment



START ABC
� Blanching

� Radial Pulse weak,thready
or 

Capillary Refill > 3 secs 
IMMEDIATE

� Treat for shock
� Continue Assessment



START ABC
� Treat for shock

� Head down, 
Elevate the legs

� Keep warm
� Treat gently (TLC)



START ABC
� Blanching

� Radial Pulse strong
or 

Capillary Refill < 3 secs
� Continue Assessment



START ABC
� Cognition

� CAN NOT Follow Simple Commands  
(Unconscious or Altered 

Level of Conciousness)
� IMMEDIATE

� Treat for shock
� Consider a possible closed head

injury and/or spinal injury

� CAN Follow Simple Commands
� DELAYED



START ABC
� Closed Head Injury 

� Shock takes priority � head
down, legs elevated

� IF no other signs of shock �
� Elevate head and thorax as 

a single unit 20 � 30 
degrees on a wedge

� Spinal Injury
� Keep head and neck aligned



If patient is immediate - priority 1  upon 
initial assessment, attempt to correct 
airway blockage or uncontrolled 
bleeding only before moving on to next 
patient.
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� When things get hectic with multiple 
patients remember your basic ABC�s.

�A - Respiratory rate < 30

�B - Blanching < 3 seconds

�C - Cognition - CAN do
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