Driving our economic future
As a public institution with a 150-plus year history of transforming lives, the University of Washington is
committed to addressing the world’s most complex challenges. Our dedication drives us to do everything
we can to make a positive impact — in the Pacific Northwest and around the globe.

As part of Tomorrow’s University Today — a collaborative initiative launched by UW President Michael K. Young
— the UW is focused on driving our economic future. We aim to do this by propelling research and ideas out
of our labs and into the economy where they will create jobs and improve lives.

Bringing ideas to life
The UW is committed to transforming ideas into actions with measurable impact. More than 270
companies have been started by UW students and faculty or with UW technology, and we want
that number to grow. Leveraging public/private partnerships, the inventive spirit of our students,
faculty and staff, and a first-of-its-kind venture fund, the UW intends to double the number of
new companies created from UW research in the next three years.

How? By expanding on innovative
partnerships and programs, such as:
The UW Center for Commercialization (C4C): Joining the
business community, the investment community, UW
researchers and UW students, C4C’s integrated suite of
programs supports startups and facilitates the movement
of ideas from labs to the marketplace.
The W Fund: A $20 million investment fund, the W Fund supports
startups spinning out of research labs at the University of Washington,
Washington State University and other state research institutions.
The UW Environmental Innovation Challenge: This challenge brings
together interdisciplinary student teams to define an environmental
problem, design and develop the solution, and identify the market
opportunity. Seattle-area industry cleantech experts, entrepreneurs
and cleantech investors judge the competition.
Foster School Business Plan Competition: In this competition, UW
business and science students present new business plans to Seattle area
venture capitalists, entrepreneurs and investors. In the past 15 years, the
Business Plan Competition has successfully awarded more than
$1 million in prize money to 105 student companies.

Since 2005, C4C has:
• Supported the commercialization
of more than 100 projects
• Provided comprehensive mentoring
and over $4 million in grants
• Helped spin out new companies including
Fate Therapeutics, EnerG2, MicroGREEN
Polymers and Farecast

LEARN MORE:
uwc4c.com

PR ESI D EN T M I C H A EL K . Y O UN G :
The UW has a strong track record when it comes to propelling ideas out of our labs and into the economy. We generate around
70,000 jobs directly and indirectly and have an economic impact of over $9 billion on Washington state. We’re proud of that
impact, and as part of the Tomorrow’s University Today initiative, we’re also determined to do even more to foster entrepreneurship
and improve our economic future.

DISCOVER MORE AT

tomorrow.uw.edu

