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PARIDAE 
 

Black-capped Chickadee, Poecile atricapillus 
 

Records:  73.  Burke Museum nest record 
cards=32 (class cards=12); egg sets=35; 
field notes=6.   
 
Counties:  Grays Harbor=2; Island=1; 
King=41; Mason=1; Pacific=1; Pierce=10; 
Spokane=4; Stevens=1; Thurston=1; Walla 
Walla=1; Whatcom=3; Whitman=4; 
Yakima=3.   
 
First-egg dates:  Earliest 7 April (Julian day 
97); latest 29 June (Julian day 180).   
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85% of first-egg dates are concentrated in a 
six week period of April and May.  The few 
June nestings suggest that second broods are 
infrequent.   
 

Clutch size:  42 usable records.  Mean 6.31 
eggs.   
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Season and clutch size:  Clutch size 
decreases by 2.9 eggs over the 83-day 
season of nest initiation (Y = 10.6 –0.04X; 
r2=0.18; p=0.0046).   
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Mountain Chickadee, Poecile gambeli 
 

Records:  16.  Burke Museum nest record 
cards=12; egg sets=4.   
 
Counties:  Chelan=2; Kittitas=3; 
Okanogan=1; Spokane=1; Yakima=9.   
 
First-egg dates:  Earliest 3 May (Julian day 
123); latest 17 June (Julian day 168). First-
egg dates span 7 weeks, with a median of 28 
May (Julian day 148).  All records are from 
eastern Washington.   
 
Clutch size:  4 usable records.  Mean 6.5 
eggs.  Distribution: 6 eggs (N=3), 8 eggs 
(N=1).   
 
Season and clutch size: Not evaluated 
because there were just 4 usable records. 
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Boreal Chickadee, Poecile hudsonicus 
 

Recorded to breed in Washington, but no records in our files. 
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Chestnut-backed Chickadee, Poecile rufescens 
 

Records:  68.  Burke Museum nest record 
cards=34 (class cards=2); egg sets=33; field 
notes=1.   
 
Counties:  Clallam=1; Grays Harbor=1; 
Island=11; King=4; Pacific=9; Pierce=35; 
San Juan=2; Skamania=4; Whatcom=1.   
 
First-egg dates:  Earliest 8 April (Julian day 
98); latest 4 July (Julian day 185).   
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81% of first-egg dates fall within a 36-day 
period of April and May.  The few late 
records for June and July suggest that 
second broods are infrequent but do occur.   
 

Clutch size:  42 usable records.  Mean 6.4 
eggs.   
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Season and clutch size:  Clutch size did not 
change significantly with season (r2=0.051).   
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AEGITHALIDAE 
 

Bushtit, Psaltriparus minimus 
 

Records:  146.  Burke Museum nest record 
cards=104 (class cards=93); egg sets=33; 
field notes=9.   
 
Counties:  King=120; Kitsap=1; Pacific=1; 
Pierce=24.   
 
First-egg dates:  Earliest 23 March (Julian 
day 82); latest 15 June (Julian day 166).   
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68% of records fall between 6 April and 6 
May (median 26 April, Julian day 116), but 
late nesting could be seriously under-
represented because so many cards come 
from the spring quarter Ornithology class.  
All records are for low elevations in western 
Washington, although Bushtits also breed in 
the Yakima Valley of eastern Washington.   
 
 

Clutch size:  59 usable records.  Mean 6.4 
eggs.   
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Season and clutch size:  Clutch size did not 
change significantly with season (r2=0.079).   
 

 
 
Cowbird parasitism:  Three of 92 nests 
examined during the egg stage contained 
single Brown-headed Cowbird eggs; one is a 
Burke Museum Ornithology class card from 
1977, and two are egg sets (PSM 15664 
from 1980; PSM 15681 from 1981).  
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CERTHIIDAE 
 

Brown Creeper, Certhia americana 
 

Records:  65.  Burke Museum nest record 
cards=10; egg sets=55.   
 
Counties:  Island=1; Kitsap=1; Pend 
Oreille=1; Pierce=60; Skamania=1; 
Snohomish=1.   
 
First-egg dates:  Earliest 14 April (Julian 
day 104); latest 26 June (Julian day 177). 
85% of records occur during a 36-day 
season, but the strong right skew suggests 
that some pairs raise second broods.   
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Clutch size:  59 usable records.  Mean 5.7 
eggs.  Distribution: 4 eggs (N=2); 5 eggs 
(N=18), 6 eggs (N=36), 7 eggs (N=2), 8 
eggs (N=1).   
 
Season and clutch size:  Clutch size did not 
change significantly with season (r2=0.085).   
 

 

 
TROGLODYTIDAE 

 
Rock Wren, Salpinctes obsoletus 

 
4 records:   
 
Burke Museum cards: 

Spokane County, 5 nestlings, 
extrapolated first-egg date 23 May 1974 
(Julian day 143).   
 
Whitman County, 5 nestlings, 
extrapolated first-egg date 15 May 1959 
(Julian day 135).   

 
Collected clutches:   

PSM 15731: 7-egg set, Benton County, 
extrapolated first-egg date 8 May 1927 
(Julian day 128).   
 
PSM (eggs missing): Data slip for an 8-
egg set collected by D. E. Brown, 
Douglas County, extrapolated first-egg 
date 29 May 1908 (Julian day 149).   
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Canyon Wren, Catherpes mexicanus 
 

7 records:   
 
Burke Museum cards:   

Douglas County, nest with 4 young, 
extrapolated first-egg date 29 April 1981 
(Julian day 119).   
 
Spokane County, no brood data, 
extrapolated first-egg date 27 May 1962 
(Julian day 147). 
 
Spokane County, no brood data, 
extrapolated first-egg date 27 May 1962 
(Julian day 147).   
 

Grant County, nest with 3 young, 
extrapolated first-egg date 11 June 1963 
(Julian day 162).   

 
Collected clutches:   

PSM 15732: 6-egg set, Yakima county, 
extrapolated first-egg date 7 April 1928  
(Julian day 97).   
 
WFVZ 7022: 6-egg set, Yakima county, 
extrapolated first-egg date 20 April 1940 
(Julian day 110).   
 
WFVZ 102952: 6-egg set, Yakima 
county, extrapolated first-egg date 8 
April 1941 (Julian day 98).   

 
 

Bewick's Wren, Thryomanes bewickii 
 

Records:  45.  Burke Museum nest record 
cards=24 (class cards=4); egg sets=18; field 
notes=3.   
 
Counties:  King=22; Kitsap=1; Pacific=8; 
Pierce=8; Walla Walla=1; Whatcom=4; 
Yakima=1.   
 
First-egg dates:  Earliest 11 March (Julian 
day 70); latest 12 July (Julian day 193). 
First-egg dates span 123 days, with a median 
date of 25 April (Julian day 115).  The long 
season and the right skew in the distribution 
suggest that second broods are common.   
 
Clutch size:  23 usable records.  Mean 4.7 
eggs.  Distribution: 3 eggs (N=2), 4 eggs 
(N=6), 5 eggs (N=11), 6 eggs (N=4).   
 
Season and clutch size:  Clutch size did not 
change significantly with season.   
 

0

2

4

6

8

10

50 100 150 200 250

N
UM

BE
R 

O
F 

RE
CO

RD
S

FEB MARAPR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP

DAY

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Washington Breeding Phenologies 
Page 99 

House Wren, Troglodytes aedon 
 

Records:  33.  Burke Museum nest record 
cards=14; egg sets=8; field notes=11.   
 
Counties:  Kittitas=1; Okanogan=2; 
Pierce=4; Spokane=12; Whitman=11; 
Yakima=3.   
 
First-egg dates:  Earliest 21 April (Julian 
day 111); latest 13 July (Julian day 194). 
While 33 records is a small sample, there is 
a hint of a secondary peak in late June and 
July, which might suggest second broods, 
especially because birders are less active in 
eastern Washington in late summer.   
 
Clutch size:  12 usable records.  Mean 6.7 
eggs.  Distribution: 5 eggs (N=1), 6 eggs 
(N=4), 7 eggs (N=4), 8 eggs (N=3).   
 
Season and clutch size:  Clutch size did not 
change significantly with season.   
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Winter Wren, Troglodytes troglodytes 

 
Records:  32.  Burke Museum nest record 
cards=9; egg sets=21; field notes=2.   
 
Counties:  Chelan=2; Grays Harbor=5; 
King=7; Pacific=3; Pierce=13; Spokane=1; 
Whatcom=1.   
 
First-egg dates:  Earliest 19 March (Julian 
day 78); latest 11 July (Julian day 192). 
Most first-egg dates fall in April, and the 
median is 22 April (Julian day 112).  
However, laying continues into mid July, 
suggesting multiple broods.   
 
Clutch size:  23 usable records.  Mean 5.2 
eggs.  Distribution: 3 eggs (N=1), 4 eggs 
(N=4), 5 eggs (N=8), 6 eggs (N=10).   
 
Season and clutch size:  Clutch size did not 
change significantly with season.   
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