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EMBERIZIDAE
Green-tailed Towhee, Pipilo chlorurus
Recorded to breed in Washington, but no records in our files.
Spotted Towhee, Pipilo maculatus
Records: 56. Burke Museum nest record First-egg dates extend over an 89-day
cards=18 (class cards=7); egg sets=29; field season, with median date of 7 May (Julian
notes=9. day 127). The long season and right skew in
the distribution suggest that second broods
Counties: Chelan=4; Ferry=1; Grays are common.
Harbor=1; Island=1; King=23; Kitsap=1;
Pierce=16; Snohomish=2; Spokane=1; Clutch size: 42 usable records. Mean 3.7
Thurston=1; Whatcom=3; Yakima=2. eggs. Distribution: 3 eggs (N=12), 4 eggs

(N=29), 5 eggs (N=1).
First-egg dates: Earliest 10 April (Julian
day 100); latest 8 July (Julian day 189). Season and clutch size: Clutch size did not

12— change significantly with season r’=0.052).
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Chipping Sparrow, Spizella passerina
Records: 92. Burke Museum nest record 18 et b s
cards=49; egg sets=13; field notes=30. 16 EAST |
214 - -
Counties: Chelan=2; Douglas=5; &S 15 |
Kittitas=3; Pierce=23; Spokane=38; Walla E.:j 10 - i
Walla=1; Whitman=16; Yakima=4. u g - i
o
First-egg dates: Earliest 15 April (Julian é 6 1 "
day 105); latest 23 July (Julian day 204). 2 44 -
The peak of nest initiation is earlier in 2 -
western Washington (N=23; median 17 04 L
May; Julian day 137) than eastern 50 100 150 200 250
Washington (N=69; median 9 June; Julian DAY
day 160). The early end of the laying season L L . |
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is striking in western Washington. JUN JUL AUG S

However, all of the records from western

P NN N T S N SO TN T T AN T T S T A N T O T AN W 1
Washington are from early egg collectors 1 g ] WEST L
who may not have been active late in the % g - i
season. 2
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In eastern Washington records above 2000' &«
are significantly (P = 0.03) later, (N=39, S > i
median date 12 June, Julian day163) than o4 i
records below 2000' (N=30, median date 27 = 37 i
May, Julian day 147). Z 27 i
1 - L
Clutch size: 32 usable records. Mean 4.1 0 —rr—— LA B
eggs. Distribution: 3 eggs (N=1), 4 eggs 50100 150 200 250

(N=28), 5 eggs (N=3). DAY
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Season and clutch size: Clutch size did not
change significantly with season.

Parasitism: Of 52 nests with eggs, 9 also
contained Brown-headed Cowbird eggs.
Clay-colored Sparrow, Spizella pallida

Recorded to breed in Washington, but no records in our files.
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Brewer's Sparrow, Spizella breweri

Records: 17. Burke Museum nest record
cards=2; egg sets=13; field notes=2.

Counties: Benton=8; Douglas=1;
Kittitas=3; Lincoln=1; Whitman=2;
Yakima=3.

First-egg dates: Earliest 8 April (Julian day
98); latest 8 July (Julian day 189). With the
exception of a late record for 8 July (Julian
day 189), first-egg dates are clustered
around the median date of 7 May (Julian day
127).

Clutch size: 13 usable records. Mean 3.2
eggs. Distribution: 2 eggs (N=1), 3 eggs
(N=9), 4 eggs (N=3).

Season and clutch size: Clutch size did not
change significantly with season.
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Vesper Sparrow, Pooecetes gramineus

Records: 28. Burke Museum nest record
cards=3; egg sets=19; field notes=6.

Counties: Kittitas=2; Pierce=19;
Spokane=1; Whitman=2; Yakima=4.

First-egg dates: Earliest 16 April (Julian
day 106); latest 22 June (Julian day 173).
Although first-egg dates span 10 weeks, the
unimodal distribution without right skew
suggests no second broods.

Clutch size: 23 usable records. Mean 3.9
eggs. Distribution: 3 eggs (N=3), 4 eggs
(N=19), 5 eggs (N=1).

Season and clutch size: Clutch size did not
change significantly with season.
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Lark Sparrow, Chondestes grammacus
2 records, both collected clutches:
WSU 396: 4-egg set, Whitman County,
PSM 16439: 5-egg set, Douglas County, extrapolated first-egg date 5 June 1898
extrapolated first-egg date 4 June 1908 (Julian day 156).
(Julian day 155).
Black-throated Sparrow, Amphispiza bilineata

Recorded to breed in Washington, but no records in our files.

Sage Sparrow, Amphispiza belli

Records: 27. Burke Museum nest record 10

cards=1 (class card=1); egg sets=26. w _
S s

Counties: Benton=17; Grant=1; Kittitas=4; 8 ]

Yakima=5. W6 i
LL -

First-egg dates: Earliest 16 March (Julian 2 4]

day 75); latest 10 May (Julian day 130). B ]

First-egg dates span an 8-week season. The 3 5]

weak right skew in distribution and the lack <

of a second peak suggest renesting after 0-

failures, but that second broods are not 50 100 150 200 250
raised. DAY

[ | || || || 1
Clutch size: 24 usable records. Mean 3.4 FEB MARAPR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP

eggs. Distribution: 2 eggs (N=1), 3 eggs
(N=14), 4 eggs (N=8), 5 eggs (N=1).

Season and clutch size: Clutch size did not
change significantly with season.

Grasshopper Sparrow, Ammodramus savannarum

2 records, both Burke Museum cards:

Grant County, nest with 5 young,
Grant County, nest with 4 eggs, extrapolated extrapolated first-egg date 9 May 1977
first-egg date 13 May 1968 (Julian day 133). (Julian day 129).
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Savannah Sparrow, Passerculus sandwichensis

Records: 24. Burke Museum nest record
cards=15 (class cards=6); egg sets=4; field
notes=5.

Counties: Grant=1; Grays Harbor=1;
King=6; Lincoln=1; Pierce=6; Thurston=3;
Walla Walla=1; Whatcom=3; Whitman=2.

First-egg dates: Earliest 16 April (Julian
day 106); latest 21 June (Julian day 172).

The strongly bimodal distribution of first-
egg dates suggests that Savannah Sparrows
raise two broods. Interestingly, the double
peak is caused entirely by the 19 records
from western Washington. The 5 records
from Eastern Washington all fall in the early
peak. If this east-west difference is not an
artifact of the small sample, it suggests two
broods are raised only in western
Washington.

Clutch size: 19 usable records. Mean 4.0
eggs. Distribution: 2 eggs (N=1), 3 eggs
(N=1), 4 eggs (N=14), 5 eggs (N=3).

Season and clutch size: Clutch size did not
change significantly with season.
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Fox Sparrow, Passerella iliaca

Records: 12. Burke Museum nest record
cards=1; egg sets=11.

Counties: Clallam=1; Columbia=2;
King=1; Pierce=1; Spokane=6; Yakima=1.

First-egg dates: Earliest 23 April (Julian
day 113); latest 2 July (Julian day 183).
Records are very limited, but the long
season and hint of bimodality in the
distribution of first-egg dates suggests two
broods.

Clutch size: 9 usable records. Mean 3.4
eggs. Distribution: 3 eggs (N=5), 4 eggs
(N=4).

Season and clutch size: Clutch size did not
change significantly with season.
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White-crowned Sparrow, Zonotrichia leucophrys

Records: 67. Burke Museum nest record
cards=32 (class cards=5); egg sets=25; field
notes=10.

Counties: Clallam=3; Clark=1; Island=7;
King=16; Kitsap=1; Pacific=4; Pierce=29;
Whatcom=6.

First-egg dates: Earliest 2 April (Julian day
92); latest 20 July (Julian day 201).
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Most records fall in the striking early peak
of nest initiation. However, the long season
and strong right skew in the distribution of
first-egg dates suggests many second
broods.

Clutch size: 44 usable records. Mean 4.1

eggs.
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Season and clutch size: Clutch size did not
change significantly with season.

Parasitism: Of the 66 nests examined with
eggs, one from 1965 in King County
contained a Brown-headed Cowbird egg. A
collected clutch from Whatcom County in
1918 contained 2 California Quail eggs.



