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Sea Monsters and Mountain
Sheep: Preserving Images of
Columbia River Rock Art

In 1956, Mark Hedden and Sari Dieneswereracing
to capturetheimages carved into therock along the
ColumbiaRiver. Many of theserecorded significant
historiesand storiesof local NativeAmerican
communities. With the construction of the DalesDam,
thelandscapein thisareawas about to beforever

Rubbings like this one of a rock art depiction of a
deer or elk are the last record of submerged art on
the Columbia.

changed. Beforethewatersrose, Hedden and Dienes,
archaeol ogist and artist respectively, documented the
art by creating rubbings on sheets of webril, burlap,
and rice paper. They recorded over 400 petroglyph
images, many of which arenow underwater and
inaccessible. Weareworking to preservethese
images and makethem more accessibleto tribes,

researchers, and the public. Weare currently seeking
funding to makeaportion of the collection availableto
the public through our website.

Mapping Technology Aids
Repatriation Efforts

Burke M useum archaeol ogistsare using new computer
softwarein an effort to hel p tribes claim and repatriate
human remainsand grave goods. Since 1990, the
NativeAmerican Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act
(NAGPRA) hasmadeit possible
for federally-recognizedtribesto
claimand repatriate human
remainsand gravegoodsheldin
museums. However, theclaim
process hasturned out to be
much moretimeconsumingand
complex thanfirst thought. Tribes
must organi ze hugevolumesof
information to document their
clams. Inanefforttohelptribes
speed up the claim process, we
areusing the newest geographic
information systems(GI S) technology to plot museum
collectionsonto electronic maps. Tribal representatives
can then determinewhether collectionswerelocated
withintheir territory. Unliketypica maps, each point
on aGlSmap can belinked to adatabase, allowing us
to display museum recordsand historica information
about tribal landsall together. Weare currently
entering museum dataand historical mapsintothe
system, and next will meet witheachtribein



Washington, Oregon, and Alaskato customizethe
system according totheir requirements. Thisproject
wasfunded by agrant from the National Park Service
NAGPRA Program.

Burke Works to Protect
Archaeological Collections
Statewide

Inthe past, archaeol ogistsgavelittleconsderationto
what happened to artifactsand recordsonce an
excavation wasfinished. Unfortunately, thispractice
gtill continues: even new collectionsareoften placedin
fecilitieswithlittleregard tolong-term congderations,
andthereisno central list of al collectionsinthe state.
Burke Museum archaeol ogy staff recently joined
representativesfromtribal, federal, state, county, and
city governmentsand private contract archaeol ogy
firmsinaseriesof meetingsto discussthese
problems. Thethird meeting of thisgroup, tobe
hosted by the YakamaNation in Toppenishon May
10, 2004, will focus on devel oping voluntary,
statewide curation guideinesand creating astaff
position at the Office of Archaeology and Historic
Preservationto track old and new archaeol ogical
collectionsinthestate. Moreinformationisavailable
at www.staff.washington.edu/sdentorvindex.htm.

Students Learn More Than
Textbook Lessons

TheBurke Museum, Seattle Public Utilities Cedar
River Watershed, and Chief Kanim Middle School
havekicked-off acultural heritage education program
with consultation from the Snoquamieand
Muckleshoot Indian Tribes. With classroom exercises,
research, and hands-on visitsto thewatershed, 180
seventh grade students have been learning about the
rich cultural heritage of the Cedar River Watershed,
whichisthe backyard to nearby Chief Kanim students

and their families. Thewatershed providesover 70%
of thedrinking water to the Seettle area, spansover
90,000 acresand contains archaeol ogical siteswith
evidence of 9,400 yearsof human use. By
experiencing archaeology and cultura heritagethrough
thisunique program, studentsare gaining asense of
stewardship for theseirreplaceabl e resources.

Archaeology in the World’s
Newest Nation

Curator Peter Lapeiscurrently investigating changing
settlement patternsand landscape use over the past
millenniumin East Timor. Thisformer Portugueseand
Indonesian colony istheworld’snewest nation, having
achieved independencein 1999. ltsrugged

Peter Lape (far left) and Laura Phillips (far right)
with research team members and local hostsin
Tutuala, East Timor.

mountainouslandscapeisdotted with large stone-
walled settlements. Although uninhabited now, these
placesstill play animportant roleinlocal sacred
practices. Littlearchaeology hasbeen doneinthis
war-torn country, and none conducted onthese sites
until now. Lapeisworkingwithaninternational team
of archaeol ogits, cultural anthropologists, and
paleobotanistsfromthe US, Audtralia, Taiwan, and
Portugal. In 2000, thisgroup found the earliest
evidence of modern humansinldand SoutheastAsia,
dating to 38,000 yearsago. In 2003, LauraPhillips,



BurkeArchaeology CollectionsManager, joined the
teamto helpwith sitesurvey. Theteam a sovisited the
East Timor Nationa Museumin 2003 in an effort to
providetechnical assistanceto aid rebuilding efforts.
Most of themuseum’sval uable collectionswere
looted during theviolent Indonesanwithdrawa in
1999. Dr. Lapeand several UW studentswill return
for athird field seasonin June.

Ancient Textiles and Baskets
from I-5 to the Aleutians

Ddlicateobjectsliketextilesor basketry rarely survive
buria intheground like stonetoolsor ceramics. With
theright conditions, though,
archaeologistsdofindthese
objects, whichcangiveusa
glimpseinto awholenew
world of materia culture. In
the past year, Burke

In consultation withthe USFishand Wildlife Service
(USFWS), wediscovered that theAleutian Ilands
textileswereremoved from federal land. Under anew
curation agreement, the Burke Museumwill continue
to carefor thetextiles, and thanksto funding from
USFWS, the collectionisnow completely rehoused
and photographed. Aleutian native communitieswere
particularly interestedinthetextiles, asweaving
methodsand materia sevident inthe archaeol ogica
textilesare nolonger used by weaversand basket
makers. Usinginformation gleaned from thisunique
collection, nativeweaversmay reintroduce past
weaving techniquesand materid sinto contemporary
methods.

Egyptian
Mummy and
Coffin to Visit
Foreign Lands!

archaeology staff and

studentshaveworked with Thanksto generous

two collectionsof delicate donationsto conserve and

organic objects. From re-housetheBurke's

Washington's Skagit River Egyptianmummy and coffin,

delta, we have 600-year bothwill soontravel across

old basketry that was : " thewatersto Victoria, B.C.
hed durinath For alast chance (for a while) to see the .

uneart uringthe mummy, and other exciting stuff, don’'t miss the Beginning July 10, 2004, the

construction of Interstate 5. Burke's Behind-the-Scenes Night on April 21. Roya British Columbia

FromtheAleutian1dands,

we have ancient textilesthat were collectedinthe
1930s. These objectsrequire continued work to
prevent further decay. Thisincludestreatingthe

materia swith preservativesin some cases, and storing
them inwaysthat protectsthem from damagewhile
also dlowing researchersto view them. Last spring,
some of the Skagit wet sitematerialswere ondisplay
for aninternational conference onwet Site archaeol ogy
held at the Squaxin Idand Triba Museum.

Museumwill host the
internationa exhibition, “ Eternal Egypt —Masterworks
of Ancient Art fromtheBritish Museum.” TheBurke's
mummy and coffinwill beexhibited intheir recently
completed environmental ly-controlled case. Weare
pleased to be ableto share thissignificant collection
withtheinternational community, and inviteeveryone
tovistthe Burke smummy and coffinaongside
ancient artifactsfrom the British Museum. The
exhibitionwill run through October 31, 2004.
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Peter Lape, Curator
LauraPhillips, CollectionsManager
Megon Noble, Assistant CollectionsManager
Steve Denton, Program Manager
Robin Goldberg, Outreach Coordinator

For more information about the activities
and services offered by the Burke
Archaeology Department, please visit our
website or contact us:

Burke Museum
Archaeology Department
Box 353010
University of Washington
Seattle, WA 98195
206-685-3849
www.burkemuseum.org
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