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This year saw several milestones in 
Arachnology and Entomology.  Sixteen 
collecting trips and a pilot study for 
the proposed Elwha River Biological 
Survey brought the list of Washington
spider species up to 900. The Elwha 
project also yielded over 20,000 insect 
specimens which are currently being 
sorted and added to the collection.
  
Arachnology received its largest 
single outside donation, about 35,000 
specimens from researcher James 
Bergdahl's collection of Washington 
spiders he'd taken in beetle traps over 
the years.
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{ arachnology } the study of  spiders and 
   other Arachnida.
{ entomology } the study of  insects.

DID YOU KNOW ?

research & collections

{ archaeology } the scientific study
of  how people lived in the past
through the objects they left behind.

Archaeological activities spanned the 
Pacific, from a field school in the 
Banda Islands of  Indonesia, involving 
25 students and scholars from five 
countries, to multiple projects in 
Washington State. 

Public service remained a priority this
year, as Burke Archaeology responded 
to 113 public requests for help in
identifying artifacts and protecting 
archaeological sites and launched two 
new public websites: “Re-discovering 
Ancient Basketry from the Biderbost,”
and “Waterlines: Discover and 
Explore Seattle’s Past Landscapes.”

research & collections

DID YOU KNOW ?

Collection size:  over 1 million artifacts

Archaeology

The Burke is the only 
repository in Washington 
that meets State requirements
for archaeological curation.

Burke experts advise hundreds 
of people every year by phone
and email on spider and bug-
related problems.

Collection size:  417, 500 (150,000 spiders, 
37,000 butterflies and moths, and 
230,500 other specimens)

Arachnology & Entomology

Photo by Laurel Ramseyer



7

Burke Museum of Natural History and Culture

8

Annual Report 2008-2009

{ ethnology }
the branch of  anthropology 
concerned with living cultures.

Ethnology advanced last year, with 
the appointment of  Deana Dartt-
Newton as Curator of  Native 
American Ethnology, important 
additions to the collection, an 
indigenous art exhibit, and a major 
grant to earthquake-proof  the 
Ethnology collection storage. 

Acquisitions included a Killer 
Whale sculpture (pictured) by glass 
artist Preston Singletary and seven 
contemporary art works displayed in
the exhibit, A-Y-P: Indigenous Voices 
Reply. Gifts from Doug and Thelma 
McTavish and Lawrence Christian 
supported the art acquisitions.

Collection size:  more than 42,000 objects 
 and 14,963 archives

research & collections

DID YOU KNOW ?
The Burke‛s Ethnology collection 
of contemporary Northwest 
Coast prints is the largest in 
the United States!

{ genetic resources } 
a collection of  tissues of animal, 
plant or other origin, for use in 
molecular research.

The Burke’s Genetic Resources 
Collection (GRC) remained one of the 
world’s most active, loaning close to 
1,000 tissue specimens for inter-
national research. Many of the studies 
use DNA sequences to answer 
questions in the fields of  evolution, 
ecology, and conservation. 

For example, scientists at the UW 
Center for Conservation Biology are 
using DNA from Burke tissues to help 
identify genetic material in owl 
pellets, as part of a conservation 
project on Northern Spotted Owls.

Collection size:  41,000 tissues, including 
33,500 birds & 7,500 mammals

research & collections

The Burke GRC provided almost 500 
tissues, the second largest contrib-
ution of any institution, to help 
create a comprehensive DNA data-
base of all North American birds.

DID YOU KNOW ?
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Ethnology Genetic Resources

http://www.washington.edu/burkemuseum/collections/ethnology/index.php
http://www.washington.edu/burkemuseum/collections/genetic/index.php
http://www.washington.edu/burkemuseum/ayp/
http://www.washington.edu/burkemuseum/ayp/



